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1 fighting spreads, many killed 

VBUL (R) — At Inst 25 people were killed and more than 200 
«od«l as ngn^ng between two Mujahedecn guerrilla groups in 
Mjanistsns mtenm government spread to central Kabul Sunday 
messes and doctors said. Heavy artillery and rocket fire between the 


tt Muslim Hezb-e-Wahdat rocked Kabul's Jadi Maiwand area. On 
- buday ^ artillery and small arms duels were concentrated west of the 
s,«uL Many buildings were on fire and dense smoke was rising in the 
sa, the witnesses said. Doctors at three Kabul hospitals said they had at 
iwBl 25 people dead a nd some 220 wounded in two days of fighting, which 
'f^eatened the prospects of a planned nationwide council at the weekend 
YM elect a new interim president. Bui they said the casualty figure could be 
'jeh higher as all the dead and wounded were not brought to hospitals. 
, immediate comment on the fighting was available from President 
■*' ntanoddin Rabbani's interim government in which both Sboora-e- 
. ' czar, dominated by his Jamiat-e-Islami party, and Hezb-c-Wahdat are 
'TtnefS. 


mie 17 Number 5176 



NON-STOP 

AIR BUS A- 300 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
AMMAN - KARACHI - AMMAN 


eJ&PIA 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1992, JUMAJDA AJL THAN1 10, 1413 


Pakistan kntamotiona! 

IMMEDIATE CONNECTION TO 
COLOMBO. DHAKA, BOMBAY, BANGKOK, 
SINGAPORE, BEIJING, TOKYO.. ETC 
FOR BOOKING AND RESERVATION 
CONTACT OUR GSA m/s JITT AMMAN 
PHONE : 655156, 625981 
FAX: 615721 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 5.50 dirh ams 
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debt pact [Peace talks progressing as 


soas d; 


1 "N! AN (P6tra) — Jordan and 

~ United Kingdom Sunday 

’ . ; ’ •- a memorandum on resche- 

- 7.C £10.5 million of British 
eos to Jordan. The debts 
kid in 20 instalments, with 
Tv , % doe March 31 . 2003. The 
w! !ntGfli^itdum was signed by Fi- 
- ... "Minister Basel Jardianeh 
" * Tjjsh Ambasador to Jordan 

. ~ - Eyers. 

slyat meets Iraqi 


: ' AN (Petra) — Lower 
?. of Parliament Speaker 
- : Larif Arabiyat Sunday re- 
... Iraqi National Council 
.....sr Hazen Bajlan, who con- 
’."jto him the congratulations 
. 5 Iraqi National Council 

■ ".‘ir on his re-election as 
V Speaker for a third term. 

- Vrabiyat and Mr. Bajlan 

■ red means of enhancing bi- 
' relations in the pariiamen- 

sld and. reviewed the cur- 
rab situations, particularly 
venation in- Iraq. The two 
“ Hso discussed prospects for 
>-f'&rab move to lift the inter- 
il embrago on Iraq. They 
d the need for the Arabs to 
; terfering in Iraq's internal 
; tinder foe pretext of pro- 
: the. Kurds in north Iraq, 
ipan praised foe Jordanian 
n inwards Iraq and voiced 
. untry’s pride in Jordan's 
^■able stands towards Iraq. 


they should — Jordan 


-’■.Jilts and child 
ddead 

.“ AN" (Petra) — Three dead 
- •••— of husband and wife 

• r mc-ycar-oid child — were 
. . j. jiaiday evening in * ckaed 
. ipDahiat A1 Rashid in 

- rQipoboesoiirces said. The 
: ._asfodding a pistol in his 
—jbejeairces said. The girt 

jmother were shot m the 
•. rtrik the father, who is a 
was shot in foe right ear. 

. inary investigations re- 
2V? et:ars“ it was suicide attempt 
- y, y ;si j-a^han a murder, foe sources 
* 5 further details were 

■ T-= c JCntfHn. 

- ; » reject joining 

jpeanzone 

. E- (AP) — Swiss voters 
. t ended weeks of bitter 
. and rejected plans to unite 
riand with Europe in a 
nee-trade zone stretching 
celand to Greece. The re- 
ium results left a hole in 
~ . dtHe of the European Eco- 
■'. v . Area, an association with 
: Irnation European Com- 

- - /.that would include more 

• 370 million consumers, 
h speakers in western 

" " riand supported the prop- 

- i some areas by an 8Q per 

- narain — while foe two- 

• of Switzerland’s seven mil- 
' opolation who speak Ger- 

... - pted overwhelmingly to re- 
. Southern Itafian-speaking 
■alsd were opposed. 

. -eKs ordered to 
. e jeeps Into 

- testing crowds 

UPIED JERUSALEM 
' — A battalion commander 

- ed soldiers to disperse 
tinian demonstrators by 

their jeeps headlong into 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber said 
on Sunday that the Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations bitterly criti- 
cised by the Palestinians for lack 
of progress were proceeding as 
well as could be expected. 

"The peace process is probably 
where it should be in view of the 
fact that it is a long, tedious, 
complicated, widespread con- 
flict...," Dr. Abu Jaber told fore- 
ign reporters. 

"These things are too difficult 
to resolve in a few days or weeks 
or months even," be said. 

“The peace process is probably 
where it should be," he said. 

u It would be unrealistic to say 
that foe conflict could be resolved 
overnight," he added. 

Abu Jaber spoke as the Palesti- 
nian delegation, trimmed down 
to four delegates from the usual 
14 members, left for the eighth 
round of scheduled to start Mon- 
day (see separate story). 

The Arab negotiators are re- 
turning to Washington for the 
opening on Monday of foe eighth 
round of peace talks. 

The slow pace of the negotia- 
tions, begun over a year ago in 
Madrid, had prompted Palesti- 
nian leaders pressured by rejec- 
tionists to consider boycotting the 
current round. 

"The Palestinians are upset — 
it is natural. They are trying to 
And a way out of this crisis and we 


are trying to help," said Dr. Abu 
Jaber. 

He said the Jordanian team's 
first priority would be pressing 
Israel to agree to clarify points of 
a draft joint agenda governing 
future talks. 

“The Israelis have to agree,” 
he said. 

Jordan is seeking changes in 
parts of foe language of the docu- 
ment worked out by foe negotiat- 
ing teams at the last round of 
talks. 

Israeli wilt also ask for certain 
unspecified changes from the 
Jordanians, report es said. 

The agenda, which talks of an 
eventual peace treaty between 
foe two states, is foe most visible 
progress reached between Israel 
and any of the Arab sides in over 
a year of negotiations. 

However. Jordan, like the 
other Arab states, has committed 
-itself into holding off on any 
peace treaty with Israel until an 
overall settlement to foe Palesti- 
nian problem is reached. 

Dr. Abu Jaber affirmed that 
Jordan is committed to a compre- 
hensive settlement based on the 
return of the West Bank, the- 
Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights 
in exchange for peace with the 
Jewish state. 

‘The Israelis must withdraw 
from foe occupied territories," 
including East Jerusalem. Dr. 


Abu Jaber said. 

Syrian-run newspapers said 
Sunday that Israel's "intransigent 
stand” in the peace talks indicates 
little prospect of progress. 

"Peace will remain an intract- 
able issue as long as Israel 
adheres to its inflexible position." 
the Tishrin daily said in an edito- 
rial. 

AH have voiced increasing con- 
cern at the lack of progress in foe 
talks. 

The Syrian comments echoed 
similar sentiments from other 
Arabs involved in the peace talks, 
particularly foe Palestinians who 
feel that they are foe most vulner- 
able in the negotiations. 

"The 8fo round... is not likely 
to be any better than the previous 
rounds because of Israel's in trail' 
sigent stand." Tishrin said. 

"There is no way to get out of 
the deadlock into which Israel has 
led the peace process, except by 
activating the American role to 
rein in Israel's opposition to 
peace prerequisites." Tishrin 
said. 

The Syrians believe that foe 
talks have bogged down despite 
Israeli hints of some form of 
withdrawal from parts of the 
Golan Heights. 

But Damascus has insisted that 
foe Jewish state observe the land- 
for-peace formula and pull out of 
the whole Golan. 


Palestinians send smaller team 
to eighth round of bilaterals 


By Sana Atiyefa 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — A smaller-than- 
usual Palestinian delegation left 
Amman for Washington Sunday 
to attend the eighth round of 
peace negotiations with Israel af- 
ter the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) decided not to 
boycott foe talks following the 
Arab foreign ministers meeting in 
Lebanon Friday. 

The decision to send a limited 
number pi delegates to’ foe next" 
round, which starts today, was 
seen by analysts as a compromise 
by PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
who is coming under pressure for 
Palestinian participation from the 
U.S. and for withdrawal from 
PLO factions opposing the nego- 
tiations, which -have made tittle 
progress in 13 months. 

The decision to send a sliced 
delegation — headed by chief 
negotiator Haidar Abdul Shafi 
and including negotiators Ghas- 
san Khatib, Saeb Erekat and 
Suad A1 Ameri, as well as 
spokesperson Han an Ashrawi — 
was taken in Tunis early Sunday 
after an emergency meeting cal- 
led by Mr. Arafat and attended 
by Executive Committee mem- 
bers. Normally opto 28 delegates 
and advisors attend foe talks. 

A PLO spokesman was quoted 
by WAFA, foe Palestinian news 
agency, as saying that foe deck 
sion to send a limited delegation 
to Washington was foe reaffirma- 
tion of foe “commitment to the 
peace process and a gesture to 


secure the conditions of success 
and continuation for it.” 

"It was a compromise by Ara- 
fat,” said a Palestinian observer 
in Amman. "He did not want to 
be blamed for obstructing the 
peace talks by sending a small 
delegation, and at the same time 
he wanted to prove that foe PLO 
was the major player in foe peace 
talks.” 

Israel, with American help, re- 
jected direct PLO participation in 
the peace talks before they were 
launched in Madrid in October 
last year., but foe organisation has 
been the guiding force behind the 
Palestinian negotiators. 

The PLO had threatened to 
boycott foe eighth round of talks 
unless foe U.S. met some of its 
demands, including American in- 
tervention in getting Israel to 
provide new ideas for Palestinian 
interim self-government arrange- 
ments in the occupied territories, 
and Washington resuming its dia- 
logue with the PLO, which was 
suspended in May 1990 after an 
aborted attack on a Tel Aviv 
beach by a Palestinian faction. 

Although there was no dear 
assurance by the Americans in 
response to the Palestinian de- 
mands, acting Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagle burger had sent a 
message to Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin blaming Israel for 
lack of progress on the 
Pales tinian-Israeli track of the 
negotiations. 

The Palestinians have rejected 
an Israeli model of foe interim 


„ - r ;nvestigaring a month ago 
"C'i’s* i sokfier was injured during 
P charge in foe occupied 
. Strip, the Hadashot daily 
. The army confirmed rtiilit- 
olice were investigating a 
' ic matter,” but said no erk 
investigation was under 
. \rhe Gaza Centre for law, a 
-• r Lilian monitoring group, 
' . , ... '' ■ knew of several such cases, 
' f them on Dec. 1 when Fuad 
- V 27. was ram over and 
<1 in Gaza City. 


Rabin expects peace pacts in 
1993, seeks European role 



TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Sunday he was 
convinced Israel would reach 
peace agreements with some 
of its Arab neighbours in 
1993 despite Arab pessimism 
over their 13-month-old 
talks. ‘ 

"I believe, am convinced,. 
that in 1993 agreements will 
be reached — if not with all 
the delegations, with some of 
them,” Mr. Rabin said be- 
fore the start of an eighth 
round of talks in Washington 
Monday. 

He spoke before his depar- 
ture for visits to Italy and 
Britain. 

He added he would use foe 
five-day tour to raise Euro- 
pean involvement in the 
peace process. Israel's econo- 
mic ties with Europe and 
anti-Semitism in Europe. 

Mr. Rabin, who came to 
power in July vowing to 


speed up peace efforts that 
stalled under rightist Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
said the talks had slowed 
during the U.S. presidential 
transition from George Bush 
to Bill Clinton. 

Mr. Rabin told reporters 
foe United States must con- 
tinue playing a unique role — 
but within limits. 

“The United States has a 
role, a special role, first and 
foremost _ in the bilateral 
negotiations, not by coercing, 
not by interfering, but by 
creating an atmosphere and 
conditions for foe conducting 
of these negotiations/’ Mr. 
Rabin said. 

■ Mr. Rabin said foal while 
in Rome and London, he 
planned to discuss Middle 
East peace moves, economic 
cooperation and curbing foe 
rise of neo-Nazism spd rac- 
ism in Europe. 


arrangements in the seventh 
round of talks last month because 
it “paved the way to annexing the 
occupied territories." Palestinian 
sources said that State Depart- 
ment officials had looked at the 
Israeli model and agreed that it 
was "impractical arid not a good 
starter.” 

According to Palestinian 
sources, Mr. Eaglebuiger had 
also sent 3 letter to the Palesti- 
nian delegation promising that he 
would urge Mr. Rabin to respond 
the Palestinian reservations and 
criticisms of the Israeli model. 

The sources, none of whom 
wanted to be identified, also said 
that the U.S. official's letter had 
said be would rnge the Israeli 
delegation to give a “serious 
hearing” to the Palestinian model 
of foe interim phase and foe 
transfer of authority over to the 
Palestinians, and suggested up- 
dating the Palestinian model "in 
light of foe discussions with the 
Israelis in the past months." 

The sources added that the 
U.S. officials had said they were 
"impressed” with foe way the 
Palestinian negotiators were en- 
gaging in talks with their Israeli 
counterparts, and that they be- 
lieved the two sides were "setting 
the stage" for solving the prob- 
lems despite the slow progress. 
The U.S., the sources said, was 
also concerned with seeing "swift 
progress" on human rights viola- 
tions against Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. 

Palestinians in general have 
become frustrated with lack of 
! progress in achieving solid results 
1 in the 13-month talks, observers 
said. Human rights violations are 
, continuing and Palestinians under 
Israeli occupation have not seen 
any concrete Israeli efforts to 
build confidence that the peace 
talks would produce tangible re- 
sults on the ground. 

Sources close to foe negotia- 
tions said that small progress 
inside foe negotiating room can- 
not be felt except by those in- 
volved in the talks. 

According to a number of 
sources, the Israeli negotiating 
strategy is not to give any conces- 
sions quickly, even if they are not 
regarded as "concessions” by the 
Palestinians. 

For example, the Israelis had 
refused to discuss giving up un- 
ilateral control over the land until 
the last round. They began pro- 
viding the Palestinian delegation 
with information they had re- 
fused to hand out in the past, 
such as information on settle- 
ments and water. The Palestinian 
participation has expanded to in- 
clude those in the diaspora in all 
foe working groups in the multi- 
lateral talks; Israel has approved 
diaspora Palestinians as experts 
in the biiaterab, and they have 
not totally rejected experts from 
Jerusalem. 



Hassan 

visits 


Heavily armed Abgai dan fighters, supporters of 
self-styled interim President Aii Mahdi Moham- 
mad, wait with one of tbeir jeeps in Mogadishu, 
ahead of foe expected deployment Monday or 


Tuesday of 1.800 American marines as the va 
guard of over 30,000 U.S. and other soldiers 
Somalia (AFP photo) 


Aid staff quit Somali town in 






MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Gunmen terrorised aid workers 
in the famished Somali town of 
B aide a at the weekend while 
1,800 U.S. marines waited off the 
coast for orders to begin policing 
and aid operation hamstrung by 
extortion and threats. 

A spokesman for Care, the 
main agency distributing food in 
Baidoa, said all but two of its 
male staff had been evacuated 
after a torrid two days in Baidoa 
but calm had returned by Sunday. 

"Security has fallen apart. We 
tried to evacuate everybody but 
two had to stay because they 
figured they would be killed if 
they tried to leave,” said Care’s 
Rick Grant. 

It was foe most serious incident 
of lawlessness since the United 
Nations announced last week that 
it would send a large force to end 
the looting of aid and intimida- 
tion of relief staff trying to con- 


tain famine threatening a million 
people. 

It is unknown when the in- 
tervention force will land in the 
devastated Horn of Africa coun- 
try, but Egypt, Turkey, Kuwait 
and Mauritania have joined foe 
growing list of countries which 
have said they plan to send 
troops. 

Mauritania said it would send 
300 troops to join the mainly 
U.S.-led force while Egypt and 
Turkey also said they would send 
soldiers but did not specify when 
or how many. 

The United States has said it 
will eventually send a force of 
more than 28.000 troops. Other 
countries which have offered or 
are sending troops include 
France, Canada. Belgium, Italy 
and Morocco. 

Somalis working for Care told 
staff that thugs planned to beat 
up staff, loot their belongings and 


rape female relief workers. Mr. 
Grant said. "All agencies there 
received similar threats." 

The motive was not known. 
Aid staff in Baidoa have been 
blockaded in their compounds in 
recent weeks by angry staff de- 
manding wage increases, aid 
sources said. 

Meanwhile a convoy of trucks 
earning relief supplies moved out 
of Mogadishu's port Sunday for 
the first time in mere than a 
month. 

Elsewhere, relief planes 
readied the isolated dty of Bar- 
dera jnst as food was running out. 

Meanwhile, 1,800 U.S. 
marines prepared to come ashore 
from three warships off the Indi- 
an Ocean coast. 

The first detachment of more 
than 2.000 French troops will be 
ready to leave Djibouti Monday, 

(Continued on page 4) 


ZAGHREB (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Sunday met with the president of 
Croatia and discussed with him 
' bilateral relations and the strife in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and the 
Croati an-Serbi an conflict. 

The Croatian president thank- 
ed Prince Hassan for his interest 
and his visit and praised the 
Jordanian performance in keep- 
ing peace in the region. 

On Saturday Prince Hassan in- 
spected Jqrdanian troops sta- 
tioned in ; foe western parts of 
Croatia as part of a U.N. peace- 
keeping force. 

Prince Hassan was received 
upon arrival in Z n ghreb by foe 
deputy prime minister of Croatia, 
foe deputy foreign minister, the 
commander of the Jordanian 
troops and senior Jordanian offic- 
ers. 

Prince Hassan visited Noviska, 
where the Jordanian troops are sta- 
tioned. 

Prince Hassan was received by 
Noviska mayor and local officials.' 

. ’Prince Hassan said he was in- 
terested in obtaining first-hand in- 
formation on the situation in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina because information ab- 
out the situation there is distorted and 
comes through only one channel or 
party. 

Prince Hassan conveyed to the 
Jordanian forces the greetings of His 
Majesty King Hussein and bis pride in 
their distinguished performance. 

“Jordanians are really proud of the 
role played by the Jordanian troops," 
he said. 

The Crown Prince added that “it is 
a source of pride for the Jordanian 
citizens that Jordanian youth are 
assuming their responsibilities in this 
delicate area of the world in the best 
manner." 

At the end of his first day of tour 
Prince Hassan showed special interest 
in humanitarian issues and met with 
orphan children displaced by the war 
in Croatia. He also saw an orphanage 
destroyed in battles. Prince Hassan 
donated S 10,000 towards the cost of 
restoration of the orphanage. Later 
Prince Hassan met with the comman- 
der of foe U.N. forces in Yugoslavia. 


Israel 


House assails 6 Somalia invasion 9 


security 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israeli forces tightened their 
grip on foe occupied territories 
Sunday as tension rose iu the 
run-up to this week’s fifth 
anniversary of the start of the 
Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli rule. 

A general strike called by Isla- 
mic Jihad,-, a fundamentalist 
group opposed to the current 
peace talks, disrupted business 
throughout foe occupied Gaza 
Strip and West Bank, including 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Islamic Jihad dates foe start of 
the intifada — the revolt against 
Israel’s occupation that erupted 
spontaneously in Gaza — to Dec. 
6, 1987. But foe anniversary hon- 
oured by most Palestinians is 
Dec. 9, next Wednesday. 

In the Gaza Strip, site of 
clashes on Saturday in which 
Israeli troops killed a 1 5- year-old 
boy in his classroom and wound- 
ed 30 other Palestinians, foe army 
imposed curfews on 200,000 of 
the area's 750,000 people. 

In Jerusalem, where paramilit- 
ary border police and Arab de- 
monstrators dashed Saturday, 
police reported overnight arson 
destroyed the government motor 
vehicle licence office. Israel 
Radio said police feared an attack 
in mostly Jewish West Jeru- 
salem. 

“We are flexing our musdes all 
the time," Israeli police chief 
Yaacov Turner told Israel Radio. 
"We are increasing forces in all 
foe places we think there is a 
need.” 

Mr. Turner said police had 
stepped up patrols, installed extra 
roadblocks and might seal off the 
dty from surrounding Arab vil- 
lages to bar Palestinians on the 
actual anniversary. 

"We know exactly what month 
we arc in and what we have to be 
ready for,” Mr. Turner said. 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament Sunday condemned 
the deployment of U.S. troops in 
Somalia and called on its execu- 
tive office to issue a statement 
rejecting the American interven- 
tion in foe war-tom country. 

The move was proposed by foe 
22-member Muslim Brotherhood 
Bloc in foe House towards the 
end of the second meeting of the 
fourth and last ordinary session of 
Parliament, which was opened by 
His Majesty King Hussein Dec. 
1. 

U.S. troops was expected to 
move into Somalia late Sunday, 
three days after the U.N. Security 
Council agreed to send interna- 
tional troops to Somalia in an 
effort to protect international aid 
supplies to millions of starving 
Somalis. 

"The Muslim Brotherhood de- 
puties consider the American act 
aggressive and demand that it be 
condemned," Deputy Hammarn 
Said told foe House. 

He said the deployment of 


U.S. troops m Somalia was “yet 
another colonial attack aiming at 
imposing hegemony on our land 
and threatening our nation.” 

Deputy Yousef A1 Azem 
echoed Dr. Said's words and 
proposed that foe House issue a 
statement condemning foe “inva- 
sion of Somalia." He said the 
United States aims at “besieging 
Sudan on foe one band and 
occupying land in the African 
continent ahead of invading it." 

The motion to condemn the 
sending of U.S. troops to Somalia 
was supported by leftist and pan- 
Arabist deputies. 

In its two-and-a-half-hour ses- 
sion, the House approved a draft 
response to King Hussein's 
Speech from the Throne. The 
House reply was drafted by a 
special panel elected last week. 

Representatives of the House 
will convey foe reply to King 
Hussein Tuesday. 

The House also approved a 
draft law on technical and econo- 
mic cooperation with China and 
referred four other laws to its 


specialised committees. 

A draft law on establishing a 
municipal court was referred to 
the Law Committee alongwith a 
draft law on Sahab Municipality 
and the General Amnesty draft 
law which was issued by King 
Hussein last month. 

The House, which will hold its 
next session Wednesday, also re- 
ferred a draft law on additional 
taxes to the Finance Committee. 

After restricting deputies’ par- 
ticipation in the House panels to 
one permanent committee and 
one temporary one, the House 
elected its Law, Finance. Admi- 
nistrative and Foreign Affairs 
committees as well as panels on 
public freedoms, health and the 
environment, agriculture, rural 
areas and the badieh, energy and 
water and Palestine. 

Four deputies sent apologies 
for failing to attend foe session 
while deputies Leith Shbeilat and 
Yacoub Qarrash did not attend- 
without informing foe House of 
their intention to be absent from 
foe session. 


as Brothers , 6 Unionists 9 slam II 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two distinct politic- 
al groupings in Jordan, including 
foe powerful Muslim Brother- 
hood, have come out strongly 
against the American troop de- 
ployment in war-torn Somalia af- 
ter the U.N. Security Coundl 
authorised the use of force to 
ensure that international relief 
supplies reach foe starving mil- 
lions in the Horn of Africa coun- 
try ■ 

In a press statement issued 
Sunday in the name of the par- 
liamentary office of foe Islamic 
Movement, foe Brotherhood ac- 
cused foe U.S. of trying to serve 
its “strategic and economic objec- 
tives" in the Horn of Africa by 
establishing a military presence in 
Somalia. 

In an advertisement appearing 
in a local paper, a pan-Arab 
nationalist group — Liberal Un- 
ionists — also levelled similar 
charges against Washington. 

Both groups charged that the 
U.S. was seeking to further con- 


solidate what they described as 
the American control of Arab oil 
wealth in the wake of the Gulf 
crisis by establishing a base in the 
Horn of Africa to enable itself to 
defend sealanes and oil tankers. 

Also common in both group's 
charges was a theme that 
Washington’s ultimate objectives 
included a close monitoring of 
Sudan and Yemen, two other. 
Arab countries whose, relations 
with foe U.S. remain strained, 
and ensure Israeli domination by 
supporting the Jewish state's pre- 
sence in Ethiopia. 

The Brotherhood, which prop- 
osed a resolution and pushed it 
through foe Lower House of Par- 
liament condemning the Amer- 
ican move later Sunday (see sepa- 
rate story), asserted in its press 
release that “blocking foe Islamic 
march in Africa” was also one of 
'foe American goals in sending 
troops to Somalia. 

Both foe Brotherhood and the 
liberal Unionists deplored the 
Arab handling of the Gulf crisis 
and the destruction of Iraq’s 


military strength and were harsh- 
ly- critical of what they said were 
Arab inability and apathy which 
opened foe way for the U.S. and 
its “hegemon istic. aggressive” 
forces to have a foothold in 
Somalia under the “guise of 
humanitarian relief.” 

While the Liberal Unionists, 
assailing “Arab impotence and 
indifference" towards Somalia, 
confined their call for immediate 
action to handle foe Somali crisis 
within foe Arab context, the 
Brotherhood called for Arab and 
Islamic action to feed foe hungry 
in Somalia. 

"We view foe inter-Arab kill- 
ing and foe death by starvation in 
Somalia as a reflection of the 
scandalous Arab inability to con- 
front ... the issues facing the 
Arab Nation," said the Unionists' 
statement. 

“We call on the Arabs to 
shelve their differences and come 
to the rescue of Somalia, Sudan 
and Yemen before it is too late/ 
it added. 

* ■ 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Middle East News 


U.N. transition regime may come to Somalia, says Ghali 


ATLANTA, Georgia (Agencies) 
— The United Nations may seek 
to establish a 'transitional au- 
thority" to run Somalia if its 
warring factions refuse to cooper- 
ate to end the starving country's 
anarchy. Secretary-general Bout- 
ros Ghali said Saturday. 

U.N. diplomats will soon begin 
negotiating with rival factional 
and clan leaders for national re- 
conciliation with the goal of 
creating “a new Somali author- 
ity," Dr. Ghali said. 

But he added it may be neces- 
sary for tbe world body to estab- 
lish "a transitional authority" 
along the lines of its operation in 
Cambodia. 

"Nothing has been decided. It 
depends on the reaction to our 
effort of the first contacts that we 
shall establish now between the 
different factions.” said Dr. Gha- 
U in an interview. 

“If they will begin to find a 
solution to promote a reconcilia- 
tion then they can have their own 
administration. 


“If they are not able to do this 
then we will have to find a tran- 
sitional authority. But nothing 
has been deckled," the secretary ■- 
general said, speaking after a 
joint news conference with for- 
mer U.S. President Jimmy Car- 
ter. 

Dr. Ghali said that in Cambo- 
dia there was a “hind of coexist- 
ence” between a simultaneously 
operating U.N. authority and “a 
Cambodia authority on die other 
side.” 

Earlier he denied the United 
Nations had any intention to “be- 
come a kingmaker” in Somalia, 
saying the country is independent 
and that its leaders "have to solve 
by themselves tbe problems of 
their country.” 

In any case, the U.N. chief said 
the world body will need "mas- 
sive assistance" from member na- 
tions and others to facilitate 
Somalia's “reconstruction, re- 
habilitation, return of refugees, 
administration (and) forming tbe 
new police." 


He declined to estimate how 
much money would be needed for 
reestablishing a viable govern- 
ment in Somalia but said the 
United Nations would set up a 
special fond to which member 
states and private foundations 
could contribute: 

He also expressed the hope 
that global attention now fixed on 
Somalia will not lessen the world 
community's interest in helping 
other troubled nations like 
Mozambique, Angola, Cambodia 
and El Salvador. 

Asked how long U.S. troops 
will be needed for security for 
delivery of food to Somalia's 
starving people. Dr. Ghali said he 
bad no idea but envisioned "a 
long operation which will be done 
by the United Nations." 

He added: "If we are able' to 
achieve the reconciliation there 
will be no more need for a (milit- 
ary) presence to distribute the 
food. ..if you will disarm the 
gangs and find a channel to do the 
distribution of food, it is finished. 



Butros G hali 


“The distribution of food is 
related with the presence of those 
gangs. So when we begin to distri- 
bute the food, the gangs will 
disappear. They will have no 
reason to exist any more.” 
Troops authorised to intervene 


in Somalia by the United Nations 
will "proceed with disarmaments 
of (those who are) highly armed 
at this time,” he said. 

"The presence of the military 
forces, which will defuse the ten- 
sion, the distribution of foods and 
the beginning of an infrastructure 
which will be provided by food 
will allow us to promote recon- 
ciliation," said Dr. Ghali. 

“There is a greater availability 
of arms than of food in Somalia. 
There are no gun factories in 
Somalia and Somalia did not buy 
these guns. They -were given to 
Somalia by outside interests," he 
said. 

"The outside world must act 
urgently to curtail tbe flow of 
arms to Africa." 

Dr. Ghali was attending a 


tional aid must become more 
efficient. . . . . 

Those offering aid, be saza, 
should “combine what we have to 
offer in a spirit of teamwork.” 
He cited the example of agen- 
cies working independently for 
years to try to eradicate polio. 
“They didn’t even know each 
other,” be said. 

Working together, he said. 


meeting on global development 
Centre. 


cooperation at the Carter < 

Mr. Carter Friday told an audi- 
ence that included U.N. officials, 
experts on international aid and 
foundation executives that 
donors and recipients of interna- 


worid’s children in a five-year 
period, up from the 20 per cent 
they achieved, alone. 

Countries receiving aid most 
determine their needs, Mr. Car- 
ter said. “In a country just emerg- 
ing as a democracy, they don’t 
have the slightest idea what is 
necessary to give their people a 
better life." 

Using people who live ui a 
country to teach people to help 
themselves is better than bringing 
in outside help, Mr. Carter said. 
"Sending foreigners into a coun- 
try is expensive and they don’t 
know the culture," he said. 


U.S. envoy warns strongly against Somalia intervention 


NEW YORK (R) — The U.S. 
ambassador to Kenya has warned 
that U.S. troops in Somalia could 
face heavy casualties, saying “if 
you liked Beirut, you’ll love 
Mogadishu.” U.S. News and 
World Report magazine said 

Saturday . 

The magazine's Dec. 14 issue 
printed what ft said was a di- 
plomatic cable sent by Ambassa- 
dor Smith Hempstone to the 
State Department on Dec. 1, in 
which Mr, Hempstone gave a 
deeply pessimistic view of what 
U.S. troops could accomplish in 
the starving nation. 

“I do not think Somalia is 
amenable to the quick fix so 
beloved of Americans,” said Mr. 
Hempstone 's note. 

“The one ‘beneficial’ effect a 
major American intrusion into 
Somalia is likely to bave may be 
to reunite tbe Somali nation: 
against us. the invaders, the out- 
siders," he said. 

He said U.S. officials should 
not think that Somali gunmen 
“will remain conveniently on tbe 
beaches to be destroyed or dis- 
armed.'’ 

“Things will be quiet for a day 
or two, and then a Somali kid will 
role a grenade into a cafe fre- 
quented by American troops. 
There will be an abduction or 


two. A sniper occasionally will 
knock off one of your sentries. If 
you liked Beirut, you'll love 
Mogadhishu.” said the note. 

President George Bush has 
ordered U.S. troops to Somalia 
to block warring dans from inter- 
cepting food shipments being sent 
to ease a famine that has killed 
more than a quarter million peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Hempstone, in the note 
sent to Under-Secretary of State 
Frank Wisner, suggested tbe U.S. 
public may not fully grasp the 
perils of getting involved in the 
Somali conflict; 

“The first question that needs 
to be asked is how long the 
American public is willing to put 
trp with a major, expensive U.S. 
presence in Somalia and bow 
large a butcher's bfli it is prepared 
to pay," said Mr. Hempstone’s 
note. 

“Somalis, as tbe Italians and 
British discovered to their dis- 
comfiture, are natural-bom guer- 
rillas,” said the note, referring to 
the East African country's former 
colonial rulers. 

“They will mine tbe roads. 
They 'trill lay ambushes. They will 
launch hit-and-run attacks... the 
Somali is treacherous. The Soma- 
li is a killer,” said Mr. Hemp- 
stone’s note. 


He warned Mr. Wisner to 
“think once, think twice and 
three times before you embrace 
the Somali tarbaby.” 

Powell; Force enough. 


The 28,000 U.S. troops 
ordered to Somalia by President 
Bush should be enough to secure 
aid to famine victims in the coun- 
try, Joint Chief of Staff Chairman 
Colin Powell said Saturday. 

"We have enough forces to do 
the job, but we shouldn't concen- 
trate so much on the number as 
we should concentrate on the 
mission we’re trying to accom- 
plish,'’ General Powell said in an 
interview with CNN's “News- 
maker Saturday." 

“We will put whatever force is 
required to accomplish the mis- 
sion we've been assigned,” he 
said. “It could ‘go higher if 
needed, it could go lower if it 
turns out that we have made 
some overestimations.” 

Gen. Powell said it could take 
two to three months for U.S. 
troops to complete its job and 
turn the relief operation back 
over to the United Nations. 

“I think two to three months is 
a pretty good estimate," Gen. 
Powell said. He said it would take 
about three to four weeks for the 
U.S. forces to arrive in Somalia 


and another month to month and 
a half to bring the situation under 
control. 

Gen. Powell said the leaders of 
the warring factions have offered 
their cooperation to the U.S. 
effort. The general said the Un- 
ited States has the wherewithal to 
ensure that cooperation even 
though there is no desire to add 
to the level of violence in Soma- 
lia. 


Factions ‘will cooperate’ 


Leaders of rival Somalia fac- 
tions said Saturday they will 
cooperate with the U.S.-led 
effort to get food to starving 
people, CBS news reported. 

One leader, Mohammad Farah 
Aideed, a military mar. trained by 
both the Italians and the Rus- 
sians, told CBS he felt the Amer- 
ican involvement could help the 
factions unite. 

"We believe in the American 
fairness, loving democracy. And 
the Americans are working for 
the unity of the Somali people.” 
he said in an interview in Moga- 
dishu. 

Self-declared President Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad, a wealthy 
hotel owner in the ooce-attractive 
Indian Ocean port city, also said 
he was ready to cooperate. 
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Asia Trading Co . 

f special offer for forieen deplomatic mission 

Exclusive Prices on the Occossions of Christmas and the New Year 

by buying the greatest Chinese carpets 
Duty Free 

tbe grand American wall to wall carpets 
Duty Free 

and tbe famous German wool carpets 
Duty Free 



Tel : 662687 
Fax : 686578 
Asia Trading Co. 
near Internal Ministry 



Algeria imposes third 
curfew, in four years to curb 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Alger- 
ia’s third curfew in four years was 
clamped on the capital and six 
nearby provinces on Sunday, con- 
fining people to tbeir homes over- 
night. 

The curfew is part of a crack- 
down by the army-backed gov- 
ernment on Muslim fundamental- 
ists, who want to make Algeria an 
Islamic state and have been 
blamed for killing more than 170 
members of the security forces in 
the past 10 months. 

Algiers Radio said no incidents 
bad been reported during the 
curfew which ran from 10:30 p.m. 
on Saturday to S a.m. on Sunday. 

Reuter correspondents and 
witnesses in the capital said the 
only activity overnight appeared 
to be that of patrolling security 
forces. 

On Sunday, armed riot police 
manned checkpoints in the city 
but there was no sign of addition- 
al security or deployment of 
troops who have been moved into 
barracks in the capital in the past 
few days. 

* The curfew is aimed at clearing 
the night-time streets of Algiers 
and five surrounding depart- 
ments, or counties, where about 
60 per cent of this country’s 26 
million people live. ~ ■■ - 

Premier Belaid Abdul Salam 
announced the curfew a day after 
Algeria’s top union leader 
escaped an assassination attempt 
and said it would last until the 
Islamic bands were annihalated. 

The need to impose a curfew, 
however, sbows that bis military- 
backed government has failed to 
stabilise Algeria almost a year 
after a coup blocked Islamic fun- 
damentalists from winning power 
in free elections. 

The premier claimed that the 


crackdown will enable security 
forces to identify and isolate ter- 
ror bands. 

Massive manhunts by special 
anti-terrorist units, backed up by 
thousands of militiamen, are ex- 
pected in the Lakhkaria gorges 
south of the capital, where bands 
of gunmen are holed up. House 
searches based on information 
produced from recent arrests 
should hit the cities, according to 
the ever-churning Algerian 
rumour mill. 


The anti-terror units have suc- 
ceeded in recent months in dis- 
mantling terror rings m the east 
and south-west. Authorities say 
tbe area around Algiers is the last 
bastion of the armed fun- 
damentalists. 

The curfew, coupled with the 
dissolution of dozens of local 
government agencies sympathetic 
to the fundamentalists, marks the 
end of a two- month amnesty 
where Islamic gunmen were in-, 
vited to turn themselves in ex- 
change for clemency. 

About 100 did, but no leaders 
were among them, according to 
police. Nine were placed in de- 
tention on suspicion of having 
killed or wounded people. 

The amnesty was a carrot 
offered in conjunction with a 1 
stick secret anti-terrorist courts 
empowered to impose the death 
penalty,, and a preventive deten- 
tion law under which at least 
1,200 people bave been arrested. 

However, Tuesday’s machine- 
gun ambush of Abdul Haq Ben 
Hamouda, head of the powerful 
general onion of Algerian work- 
ers, as he was driven through 
Algiers showed that the gunmen 
remain undefeated. Mr. Ben 
Hamouda emerged unscathed. 
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Announces the arrival of the 
most up to dale and finest 
assortment of: 


Curtains 

Velvet doth 
Upholstery fabrics 
Office fabrics 
Wall to wall carpeting 
Carpets 


Prince Mohammad Street. 
Tel: 649388 , 654708 , Amman 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 73111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

ISM PffaHcrcuk 


771331. 

Aimt nfao Orthodox Chxtk 

775261. 

St. E|Mb Church Td. 771751. 
Amid— UmUn) CM Td. 

685326. 

Ewnylcd Idm Chorda Td; 
81 1295. 

Tht Church Jana Cbrfct of Latter- 

Day SafcOs Td. 823824. 6S4932- 
ChMrdi oT the Wmw» Td. 675691. 


PRAYER TIMES 


OfcSS i Fajr 

06:17 (Satirise) Doha 

11:27 Dfwtar 

14:13 “A» 

lfc3f Maghreb 

17:5* 'Idu 


CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth CbnrdJ SmeMch , 
Td. 81074 Q 

Amembfles of God Church. Td. 

632785. 

St- Joaepta Church Td. 624590. 
Chord: of the Aa mm c fali aa Td. 

637440. 

Dc b Suite dumb Tel. 661757 
T w — at a Cb&refa Td: 622366 


Ballcria sappScd bj the Department of. 
Meteorology. 

Rise in t empera ture win take place 
and some deeds will appear at various 
attitudes. Winds will be so u thw e sterly 
moderate- la Aqaba winds wffl be 
nartfocriy moderate and sen calm. 

Mia /Max. temp. 

Amman ....... 5 /jfi 

Aqaba 10/24 

Dcscm 03/17 

Jordan VaUcy 10/23 

Yesterday's Ugh temperatures: Am- 
man 14, Aqaba 225. Hmfcfity read- 
ings; Amman 53 per cent, Aqaba 40 
per eont. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Walk! Kddani 620447 

Dr. Wad Kbortobil 665917 

Dr. RstibZayuMin 88868S 

Dr. Arafat A! Ashbab 693989 

Fuss pharmacy 661912 

fcidm pharmacy 778336 

AJ Aaema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoulcb pharmacy 623672 

AlSoIam pharmacy 636730 

Yaeoub pharmacy 644945 

S hmca a n i pharmacy 637660 

Natawjh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy .'847632 

BUKDEh 

Dr. Abroad Ghoitou ( — ) 

AJq iid* pharmacy (— ) 

ZAHQA: * 

Dr. Hesham Hiyasat 982440 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence De pa r tm ent 661 1 II 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Potioc 192.621111.637777. 

Fro Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuUkScrantyDcpaiXBKiU a — 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 
Gompfemts 78711 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Chib .<710230 

Central Ammon Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdah'TdqJboncRcpmnr 66M01 

Ionian Television 773111 

Radio Iordan 7741 1 1 


Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 6 36381 

RJ Ftigm Information 06-53200 

Queen Aha InU. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centro 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amo... 644281/6 
Attitefa Maternity. J. Amn-.. 642441/2 

Jabal Ammon Maternity 642362 

Matbos, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Sbmctsani 664171/4 

S hm ca an i Hospital 669131 

Uofvcnaty Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AfadaE 666127/37 

AJ-Abli, Abdah 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Af-Bashfr. J. Asfcn&eh 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zmqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

1 


Zaroa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

IbaSina Hospital (09)986732 

AJHikma Modem Hospital (09)99W90 

own: 

ftincqi Bmm Hqi pinf (G2)27S555 

Chuck OnboGcHonul (02)272275 

Dm A1 Nafccs Hospu!.. (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hayi Hospital (03)314111 


tTHB TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


77m mfbnnatKn is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) mfomatioa depart- 
ment at tbe Ouecn Alia International 
Airport Tc£ (DS153200-J, where if 
should always be verified. 


MHVALS • 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 
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muddle east news in hr 


Most Americans approve Somalian 


mwW YORK- fR) — Two-thirds of Americans aj 
^dJtGnorK Bush’s decision to scndU.S. troops^ 

adults sand 66 per cent of Amenrans soppOTt Ac deqs» 
j; q troons to help in the relief effort. Tfre Ga&Bpsuryej 
^publication Monday, showed Arnica ns we- 
evenly divided on whether the United Steles should ; 
activity to ensuring tbe delivery of xefief supplies ar ea}, 
expanded role to help restore order and poSteal 
Ffertv-sevcn per cent felt the U.S. mission shoukHw 
relief efforts while 46 per cent favoured an expanded 
Bush ordered more, than 28,000 U.S. troops to Somalia 
with orders to use “whatever forre is necessary” to sav 
from marandfog gangs and starvation. Thej poU showed 4' 
of those surveyed believe it was “very Ekefy- -Americ 
would become targets of armed forces. La addition, 65 pe 
they believed sending troops to. Somali a mad e it wok 
United States would send forces ra Bosnia-Hensegovi 


UAE, Russia hold military talks 



ABU DHABI (R) — The United Arab Emirates (l 
Russia discussed nrflitaiy cooperation Sunday, ffietrsei 
meeting in less than two months. A Russian official sai. 
Petr Deinekm, commander of Russia’s air force, airh 


UAE capital Aba Dhabi Saturday night for miiitary.v * 
defence officials. It was not dear whether the tafts woh 


any UAE arms purchases from Russia. In October^: b 
General Vladimir Semenov, bead of Russia’s land fe 
talks with UAE Aimed Forces Deputy Chief of Stir 
General Sheikh Mohammad Ben Zaycd Al Nahayan, 


Kuwait bans male hairdressers tew 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s new social affairs and labour 
who is dose to the Islamic fundamentalist Salaf mow 
decreed that men'may not work in shops where women’ 
hair cut. Jassem Al Chm, a member of the new cabinet v 
office in October, bad given male hairdressers six: moot 
alternative employment, a ministry official said Sunday; ’ 
took the decision after the Ministry ofRefigioiis Affaire 
it was agpinst -istanric law for mate hairdressers to tear'"' 
who are pot dose relatives. “It affects very few peqp' ilfi 
ministry official Abdul Rahman Al Tawhid. “You cahcr . 
on your fingers.” 'Hairdressers said most of the mez^ *7 inf Hi I 
worked in the bighotels and that beauty shops caterfagfg.- • ‘ * 1 
women tended to employ Lebanese or Htipino ws 
newspaper Al.Seyassah said some people saw the dec 
beginning of a trend towards imposing fundaments 
through government. It is the first decree inspired by fr . 
since the new cabinet took office. 


sak 


7 killed in Tehran street cave-in 


NICOSIA (AP) — At least seven people were kffie-. 

unknown number injured when part of a downtown Teh - 

caved* into a subway tunnel, tbe Islamic Republic Nefe 

(IRNA) repented Sunday. The agency, monitored iflrNfe 

tbe incident occurred during the evening rush-hour Satiav 

the partially completed tunnel collapsed. “The easttn 

Imam Khomeini Square opened up suddenly and l 

everything and everyone on the surface," IRNA reporter. . 

ses said a taxi carrying six people plunged into the 3(&_ 

pit, which was 10 metres wide, IRNA said- Tbe witness}. 

that another car, a motorcycle and several pedestrianshir . 

tbe hole. ERNA said an unidentified subway antfao d 

blamed heavy rainstorms for the cave-in. The agency qijo - 

saying water had washed- away the^earth front •tflArar.vjr- ti'^nTT 

high pillar supporting the tunneTs* exiling. He saidT that" 

nean canals under the square could also have been a fact 

reported. Tehran’s metro system. has. .been undo 1 const; . ... 

about 28 years. 


Black Sea states discuss economic < 


ISTANBUL (R) — Etevant Black Sea nations, keen to. hr 
into an economic group formed six months ago, began r 
meeting in Turkey Sunday. Discussions among private.' 
men and officials will occupy the first four days befor 
ministers meet on Thursday in tbe southern Meditcrrahe 
of Antalya. Turkey, due to hand over the chamnansir 
Black Sea Economic Cooperation Group, says the organs 
made rapid progress so far despite its disparate men 
European Community member Greece and its traffiti 
Turkey have teamed up with nine former member: 
communist bloc — Russia, Ukraine, Moldova, Romania,^ 
Albania, Azerbaijan, Armenia and Georgia. “The most n- 
aspect of our cooperation is its flexibility. This pragmatic* 


was adopted due to the political and economic transition} ■ A .. 

— -~ ?1 —ay Oral# VlQl f 


nations," Turkish Foreign Ministry official Oktay 
meeting. “Blade Sea economic cooperation is not trial 
challenging other models of economic cooperation,” !? 

w’n.M. e • . m I £ 


’There are efforts to form unions of Black Sea capd? ^ ^ 


municipalities, parliaments, universities,- geologists, even 
of Black Sea cardiologists,” Mr. Ozuye said last 
ministers are due to endorse proposals on private sector !' ••t v 
tioo, data exchange, and trade and industry prepared by, 
groups since the organisation's July 25 launch. Mr. Cfe ^ 
some Central European countries were keen to join the ) , t '. 

observers, but he did not name them. 


Kuwaiti says arms cache was for BosT 




KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti man who M an arceoal^jf* 
including mortars and machinegnns told police be was plsf 
send them to Bosnian Muslims, tbe Interior Ministry said*. 
The man — an army lieutenant — was still being questiot* 
with a Kuwaiti colleague to check if his story was true, a s po 
said. Police said Wednesday they had found a contain® 
machingeguns, grenades, mortars, automatic rifles, gretw 
cneis, ammunition and at least one anti-aircraft gun in Saf 
kilometres west of Kuwait City. More arms aiidexpfosvi 
hidden underground in a sheep pen in Sulaibia and otb£ 
pickup truck and in two houses elsewhere in fee city.' Mb* 
weapons were of Soviet design. 
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Nlome News 
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t4^3rd an not satisfied with outcome 

peace talks, says minister 

l’..;-::: (Petra) — Minisrer of 

if r r i I.-' ' : ' t '- ^'‘maaoQ Mahmoud Sharif - 


Libya voices support for King’s call on Arab unity 

AMMAN (Ppfra) A I .ihu.in 


; ' u P?Hf' r ;: taiday tb at Jordan was not 

S v-’edwith the outcome of the 

‘ of Arab-Israeli peace 

/ s -.'. c :n ;-J]-iations. 

•ce ;i £*bt»ugh we did not expect 

U.„- j solutions, the first year 

i ■ ....I without any concrete or 

.r v j -cal results, said the minister 

; ~ : -:t: ; ;atemeatt at a meeting with a 
c - representing religious 

3 nations in the United 

ftcf / tsSks 'date, we did not negotiate 
, . the Israelis on points listed 

Eir. T .. tie joint Jordan ian-Israeli 

“ a " he noted. Jordan, he 

' .- ■-!:£! Vj^has had reservations on part 
• - -t agenda and for this reason 
r.- • -'' ^' Tl ^an ian delegation will dis- 
’ ■'-'■'ir- agenda again with the 

w - r^_[ j delegation during the com- 
- j ; ■- ghth ipund of talks starting 
‘- z Washington Monday. 

■ “*■:=- j.v. sssing that Jordan wanted 
, w "^inent peace, the minister 

11 Gfl *®SSSrsJ ii,lhat the Kingdom remains 
silted to U.N. Security 
"i- : ; -:. cfl resolutions 242 and 338 
•- ^'.'rfootinues to call for a settle- 
-- 7 -Vr., that can ensure a just, 
.r-; - r; ^wabie- and comprehensive 
-_7L; t the minister noted. 

• referring to the state of 

:• •• : :.-5 in the region at present the 

- l .V tcr called for efforts to be 




Minister of Information Mahmoud Sharif speaks to a U-S. 
delegation about the peace talks (Petra photo) 


exerted at all levels to persuade 
Israel to opt for peace with the 
Arabs He said Israel can not live 
in isolation relying only on its 
military power and cannot go on 
subjecting the Palestinians to 
tragedies and sufferings by de- 
nying them their legitimate 
rights. 

Paying tribute to the United 
States for its role as a superpower 
in initiating the peace process, 
the minister said that Washington 
enjoys the confidence of the 


;ess is wrong on sales tax, 
tims finance ministry 


IAN (Petra) — The finance 
try Sunday denied that addi- 
taxes wiU result in the light 
_ _ : expected Parliament's en- 

• C£vs-R meat of a draft law on the 
tax or Value Added Tax 
• \ 

- - - ; source at the ministry said 

number of local daily news- 
• - : : s had published articles to 
. . -Ted that the new sales tax 

. r- : - has been referred to the 

- .-r House for consideration 
. Jed provisions for increasing 
mount of tax on certain 
. . . i 1 ted commodities, insurance 
-Vums and other items. 

„ finance ministry asserts 


that all that has been published 
about such increases in the addi- 
tional tax as included in the draft 
amendment is totally groundless 
and has no truth in it. 

“The draft amendment to the 
law does not contain any in- 
creases in taxes over those taxes 
provided for in the original law 
and in regulations and Council of 
Ministers decisions relevant to 
that law,** said a statement from 
the finance ministry. 

It noted that the aim of this 
draft amendment is to incorpo- 
rate all existing regulations into a 
common law. 


publication banned 


-'AN (IT.) — The Arabic 
~-i -Al Abaft Sunday pro- 
over tbe confiscation of its 
timber 103 Saturday Dec. 
mhi£ that the measure was 
unjustified. 

' '- publication is printed by 
•'Jordan Democra- 
: ” ijrie's Party which submit- 
• - ‘equest for official recogni- 
October and is still await- 
•-“-proval. 

■ 'aterocnt from the editor-in- 
-.r-lanul Nimri faxed to the 
nress in Amman said that 


the Press and Publications De- 
partment’s reasons for the con- 
fiscation do not justify the ban 
because the published material is 
regarded as a journalistic service 
and analysis that is void of any 
slander or libel against any body 
or circle as charged by the depar- 

ment. 

We regret the decision and 
urge ail those keen on maintain- 
ing free expression and journal- 
ism in our country to continue to 
do so, sajd the editor. 


/HAT’S GOING ON 


. ; Sculpture exhibition by Mona Saudi at A1 Balka Art Gallery in 
ti FUheis. 

. £xhibftioa of paintings by Iraqi artist Turky Abdul Amir at the 
. . -Uia Art Gallery. 

Exhibition of pamtiugs and sQkscreen by three artists from 
2aza Fayez A1 Hasani, Kamel A1 Mugbanoi and Laila Shewn at 
Abdul Hameed Shornon Foundation Gallery (16 aan. - 5 pan.) 

Vrt exhibition by artist Ghassan Abu Laban at Phoenix Art 
Safety. 

_ -e Sculpture exhibition by artist Ahmad Saed Mohlalati at the 
er.c * toyal Cultural Centre. 

. -^SdribifloD by Iraqi artist Shaker Hassan Al Saeed at the Jordan 

' jafery of Fha Arts. 

\Sxhflrition of ceramics by Iraqi artist Nehaya Khalaf at Ra fadn a 
‘ \' ht GaDoy. 

The third AJ Araal bazaar at the International Jerusalem 
. . Hotel, Often from 1® a-m. tfll 10 p.m. 

/ Lecture entitled “Protection of the Cultural Heritage in 
Jordan: Proposals for a comprehensive legislative approach," 
by Dr. Gaetano Palumbo at the Friends of Archaeology Centre 
— 7 p.m. 

French film entitled “Les Visitenrs du Soir,” 
— yal the French Cultural Centre — 8 p.m. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


LEADING INDUSTRIAL FIRM IS IN NEED OF A 
GRADUATE IN THE FIELD OF ENGINEERING TO 
. OCCUPY A MARKETING & SALES POST AT A LARGE 
COMMERCIAL OUTFIT IN OMAN. 

CANDIDATES MUST BE SINGLE, GRADUATE OF A 
U.S, OR U.K. UNIVERSITY, HAVE A GOOD COMMAND 
OF ENGLISH AND HAVE EXPERIENCE WITH PC 
APPLICATIONS. 

THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE AN 
EXTENSIVE TRAINING PROGRAM IN AMMAN PRIOR 
TO DEPARTING TO OMAN. 

R.EASE WRITE TO P.O. BOX 5272 AMMAN- JORDAN, 
ENCLOSING YOUR C.V. AND A RECENT PHOTO. 

ALL. INFORMATION WILL BE TREATED WITH STRICT 

CONFIDENCE . 


Israeli and Arab sides alike and 
they look to it as an influential 
political and economic power 
able to ensure peace that would 
be acceptable to the two sides to 
the conflict. 

For their part, delegation, 
members said they were impress- 
ed by the democratic process in 
Jordan, being the first such initia- 
tive in the region, and supported 
Jordan’s commitment to guaran- 
teeing public freedoms and hu- 
man rights in the country. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Libyan 
envoy who ended a two day visir 
to Jordan Sunday said that he 
agreed with Jordanian ministers 
on activating Jordan ian-Uby an 
joint technical committees lo 
boost bilateral cooperation. 
Libya's foreign minister Jumaa 
Farrani said in talks with Jorda- 
nian Foreign Minister Kamel 
Abu Jaber and Minister of Indus- 
try and Trade Abdullah Ensour 
that an agreement was reached 
on setting up technical commit- 
tees in Tripoli and Amman. 

Libya has already endorsed ail 
the agreements reached with Jor- 
dan this year and made plans for 
following up the implementation 
of resolutions, said Mr. Farrani. 
"The Libyan envoy was speaking 
shortly before his departure from 
Amman after delivering a mes- 
sage to King Hussein from Li- 
byan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
and holding meetings with gov- 
ernment ministers. 

The message to the King 
voiced the Libyan leader's full 
support for King Hussein's call on 
unity among Arabs in the face of 
common challenges and in a bid 
to end the crisis facing the Arab 
nation, said Mr. Farrani in *his 
pre-departure statement. 

Libya supports Jordan's calls 
.on the Arab nation to build a 
strong demographic and econo- 
mic foundation for the Arab 
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Cabinet discusses 
international trade 
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Libyan Foreign Minister Jumaa Farrani (right) with Minister of State 
for Parliamentary Affairs Jamal Kreisha upon his departure from 
Amman Sunday (Petra photo) 


world, the envoy added. 

Mr. Farrani said Libya places 
its potentials at Jordan’s disposal 
so that the Kingdom can work out 
a practical programme for the 
implementation of this initiative. 

He said that Libya was wilting 
and ready to bolster Jordanian- 
Libyan relations in all fields, not- 
ing that Tripoli has deep confi- 
dence in the Kingdom working 
under the wise leadership of King 
Hussein to find a new Arab order 
or a federation of Arab stares or a 
United Arab nation. 

The Libyan envoy was refer- 


ring to the King's recent call in a 
nation wide address on the Arab 
world to forge unity and end 
divisions among Arab countries. 
“We have felt from the Jordanian 
King, government and people all 
support for the Libyan people in 
the crisis with the western nations 
over the Lockerbie affair." said 
Mr. Farrani. He added that his 
talks with Dr. Abu Jaber covered 
all aspects of this issue and Jor- 
dan has voiced support for 
Libya's positive initiatives in the 
Lockerbie affair in line with the 
U.N. Charter. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Supply Mohammad Saqqaf left 
for Tunis Sunday at the head of 
an official delegation to discuss 
means of increasing the volume 
of exchanged trade between the 
two countries. 

In a statement before his de- 
parture, the minister said during 
his visit he plans to hold talks 
with government ministers on 
trade and means of bolstering 
economic ties. 

The visit to Tunis was planned 
by the Cabinet at a session held 
Saturday evening. Dr. Mahdi 
Farti an, director general of the 
Jordanian Investments Corpora- 
tion (JIC) is also expected to 
attend a meeting by the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) and Euro- 
pean investment organisations. 

The meeting, to be held next 
week, in the Italian city of Bari 
aims at promoting cooperation 
between the EC and developing 
countries in industrialisation and 
the transfer of modern technolo- 

gy- 

As well as attending the meet- 
ing, Dr. Farhan will make a tour 
of tomato paste processing plants 
and other food industries with a 
team from Jordan Agricultural 
Marketing and Processing Com- 


pany to learn new ideas. 

According to a Cabinet state- 
ment. Jordan will take part in a 
meeting by the Arab League 
Agricultural Development Orga- 
nisation in Damascus on Jan. 16 
to discuss pan-Arab plans for 
promoting agricultural develop- 
ment. The Jordanian delegation 
to the two-day meeting, the state- 
ment noted, will be led by Agri- 
culture Minister Fayez Khasaw- 
neh. 

The statement also said that 
the council has set up Jordan's 
team to a meeting, grouping rep- 
resentatives from Arab countries 
and the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA). 
The meeting, which will also be 
attended by delegates from Syria, 
Lebanon, Egypt, Palestine and 
the Arab League is to discuss 
education in the occupied Arab 
lands and Israel's repeated 
attempts to influence the Palesti- 
nian educational process. The 
statement said that the meeting to 
be held in Cairo, will take place 
between Dec. 14 and 20 and that 
the Jordanian team will be led by 
Ihsan Bust ami, director of Stu- 
dies and Research Programmes at 
the foreign ministry’s Depart- 
ment for the Palestinian Affairs. 
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brother politics 


JORDANIANS CANNOT be blamed for whimpering 
ivery time they feel their democratic march is 
hreateaed by individuals, institutions or the applica- 
tion of some law. People have for too long yearned for 
political freedom and the right to participate in public 
;ife that any threat of a set back or a return to the 
3 re-democratic era sends waves of fear through 
society. The latest controversy regarding the Ministry 
of Interior's decision to deny registration for two 
political parties — the Communist and the Arab Baath 
! Socialist parties — on grounds that they violate both 
{he Constitution and the law is an example. While we 
do not exonerate the minis ter of interior over his 
decision to bar the two parties, we do not see him 
violating either the Constitution or the National 
Charter. While the National Charter is only morally 
binding, the Constitution and the Political Parties Law 
are both open for interpretation. And that is where the 
fault lies. No one should blame the minister of interior 
and his lieutenants for interpreting the law the way 
they understand it. Only a proper court of law, in this 
case, and according to the law itself, the High Court of 
Justice can pass a proper judgement on the issue. 

Jordanian politicians and writers should not feel 
betrayed then, since the minister’s derision provides 
the country the first opportunity to test its judicial 
system. Every attempt to test the judiciary — notwith- 
standing the Shabab Al Nafeer Al Island trial by the 
military court — has so far been foiled. The denial of 
the registration of both parties thus provides an 
occasion by which the higher court would examine 
both the Political Parties Law itself and its place within 
the Constitution. This is in fact where politicians and 
political writers failed in the first place. The major 
flaw in the Political Parties Law right from the outset 
is its undemocratic nature. Democracy, by definition, 
presumes people’s participation in political life 
through direct involvement in the formulation of 
political parties and platforms and their control over 
these organisations. What the Political Parties Law did 
in fact, in essence what politicians and parliamenta- 
rians did in the first place when .they sanctioned the 
hw, is to confiscate these bask rights and place them 
Li the hands of the minister of interior, a legalised 
version of big brother politics. Therefore it is unlawful 
that politicians and political activists should now ay 
v-olf over the minister of interior’s decision. 

The fault is not in the application of the law rather in 
the law itself. In the first place political parties should 
le sanctioned by the people who form them and not by 
the government. Perhaps this is the most important 
lesson that we should conclude from the present 
episode. Accordingly the whole political and democra- 
tisation process needs to be assessed and reviewed. 
Folitical reforms need to be both genuine, progressive 
and bold. State control over peoples’ political activity 
should be minimised and only limited to state security 
alone. In the new era citizens not ministers should 
become the guardians of democracy. 


ARABEC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily Sunday urged Iran to free itself from the shackles 
o: alignment behind the United States and its colonial allies as far 
a? Iraq is concerned and to open its doors for the Iraqi people 
instead of remaining involved in the process of starving them. We 
are well aware that Iran supported the U.S. in its aggression on 
Iraq, that Tehran harbours evil intentions against the Arabs and 
that its forces continue to occupy Arab islands, said the paper. 
But we can not but side with Iran, which is an Islamic Nation, in 
the face of U.S. conspiracies being batched against it and whh the 
help of certain Islamic nations, the paper continued. We call on 
Iran to free itself from the unholy alliance against Iraq and to 
abandon the claim that it is providing protection to the world 
Muslims as we hope that the Tehran regime will end its collusion 
against the Islamic people of Iraq, the paper said. In the face of 
the ongoing conspiracies hatched by die United States and its 
allies against Iran, we can not but side with the Islamic Nation; 
and although we condemn Iran's attempts to impose hegemony 
on the Arabs and harm their interests, we can only express 
support for the Iranian nation against foreign aggression, the 
paper added. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i Arabic daily expressed belief that the 
Higher Court of Justice will reverse a decision by the Interior 
Ministry which denied the Arab Baath Socialist Party and the 
Communist Party the chance for legal recognition. Tareq Masar- 
wsh said that it is difficult for the interior minister to find people 
defend his decision to reject the two parties' request for formal 
recognition; and rt seems that the Ministry of Interior was trying 
to find justifications for its decision. If, as the ministry says, the 
Political Parties Law does not allow these two parties to become 
legal, then in our belief this law contradicts the Jordanian 
Constitution, said the writer. He said that the two parties should 
be given the chance, tike other parties, and it is more likely that 
these two parties will dedicate their efforts to helping, rather than 
impeding democracy in the country; should they act otherwise, 
and should they behave m a subversive manner, they would both 
lose their credibility before the people and will be subject to 
prosecution, in accordance with the same Political Parties Law. 
As long as these two parties are committed to democracy and 
respect Jordanian laws, there can be no justifications for denying 
diem licences, the writer added. 



Weekly Political Pulse 


By Wa 


Private schools’ legitimate complaints 

... i «■ «xrWYncihlp nla 


THERE IS a growing consensus amongst parents in Jordan that 
the best quality education, in both the primary and secondary 
phases, can be offered by those schools which either are not 
rigidly bound by the constraints of the Ministry of Education's 
regulations or are bold enough to challenge these regulations by 
offering an extra dimension to the school curriculum. Such 
schools have realised that the government constraints are stifling 
the creativity that some foreign schools are promoting. 

If only government bureaucracy were lifted off the backs of the 
other Jordanian private schools, many concerned educators and 
parents say, things would be much better at the rest of the private 
schooling system in the Kingdom. Others would hasten to 
comment that it would be unfair to lump all Jordanian private 
schools together and treat them equally since some are admittedly 
below standard and therefore require closer examination and 
control. 

Some voices, supportive ,of governmental interference in the 
Jordanian private educational sector rebut the charges against 
central government's involvement in the conduct and curriculum 
of the private institutes of education on the premise that many 
Jordanians would not have it any other way and often call for 
closer governmental scrutiny of the proliferating non- 
governmental schools. 

Still, whatever the pros and cons on the issue of allowing the 
government to literally run the private schools, there is clearly a 
crisis of education in the country because of the legitimate issue of 
where to draw the line and distinguish between reasonable and 
unreasonable governmental interference. This subject touches the 
heart of the matter when it comes to the policy often enunciated 
and most recently brought into focus by His Majesty King Hussein 
when he called for the development and promotion of a 
contemporary system of education that is suitable to the new era 
of democracy. Without a sound educational policy applied during 
the early, formative years of our children, there is not going to be 
much hope for Jordanian democracy to deepen its roots and 
consolidate its gains. As is, the educational criteria as applied by 
the government and imposed on all schools, other than the 
outstanding American and Baccalaureate schools, are anything 
but satisfactory or in line with the King's recommendation for 
brighter and more enlightened school years for the students of 
Joidan. 


As a matter of fact, one glance at the text books forced on a ll 
schools of the country would readily reveal that they are simply 
not up to standard. Many are archaic, old fashioned, unimagina- 
tive and have nothing to do with contemporary tools for quality 
education. This is one area where Jordanian private schools have 
a legitimate cause for complaint against the govern ment s 
insistence that text books selected by jts bureaucracy be muforaily 
used, without a question being asked by any schools other than 
the two aforementioned lucky schools. 


Yet many Jordanian parents choose to send their diildren to 
these private schools and pay for it dearly {and saving the 
government a lot in the process), and expect a different 
educational methodology than the one being religiously applied m 
the public school system. After all, they are sending their dukirer* 
to the private schools in order to avoid the tools of education 
offered at the public schools. What they are discovering now is 
that their children at these private schools are being forced to 
follow rather blindy the public schools* educational ways, 
literally, to the last detail. Many are asking why bother send them 
children to these schools when they are for all intents and 
purposes public schools funded by middle class Jordanians. 

The government is 100 per cent right when it 'formulates and 
applies a national curriculum for the country. But it is 100 per cent 
wrong in telling aJl the private schools of the country to follow 
blindly in its footsteps on the choice of text books, exam periods, 
school breaks and the breakdown of the curriculum. Since the 
public educators admittedly have no monopoly on a sound 
educational policy, would it not be more fair to let the private 
sector introduce positive innovations to educational practices, 
including the choice of books, exam periods, vacation times and 
choice of style of education? When the Ministry of Education 
prescribes to the private schools when and how to conduct an 
exam and orders that even at the tender age of eight students must 
take exams almost every other day, then governmental interfer- 
ence in private schools becomes arbitrary and reaches ridiculous 
proportions. 


When a four or five-year-old student is using a text book that 
tells her or him that the city of Accre in Palestine was lost due to 
the treachery of the Zionist armed forces, are we not avoiding 
telling our youngsters the whole truth so that they become able to 


cooe with it when they are in responsible places upc 
adulthood? And when there are m the world new tc 
t pprh sciences or mathematics or Engtcft language 
what gives the government the right to weed out such < 
arv tools of education, especially when many Jordan 
are willing to foot the bill for then introduction?; 

Why should the mid-term exams be ordered fo be- 
immediately before and after the Christmas holiday, w. 
no academic reason to shove this tiding downtbe ti 
Jordanians, especially those w hore fa ith requires ti* 
brate this time of the year unimpeded by the p 
mid-term finals immediately after the holidays? Why 
private schools of Jordan agree on new and more i 
dates to conduct their exams according to their owub 
judgement, as long as they meet the requirements oft . 
curriculum and must score a certain minimum stand 
final national exams, especially the TawjDu? Why./ 
Higher Council of Education in the country fo {* 
breathing space for our private schools as long as they 
live up to certain minimum educational sxaadsom!- ]fso 
would like to excel and expand on this ndnunmn stands 
every justification to let them do so. • ; 

This chronic conflict between public and privatescht 
in the country requires a review. The issue caUsforu 
by the highest authorities in the country inabid tobrai 
refreshing life into our archaic school policy. Perhaps 
educational commission can be created for this parpoa 
auspices of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassar 
and overhaul the national educational policy fromtop; 

This is the only effective way to aft the legitimate 
being leveled against the government from tire non 
ones. As is. there is a. crisis in education in tbect 
resolution of which requires the intervention of 
enlightened among us. His Majesty King Hussein has 
and dear on the need to improve our education system 
cope better with the advent of multi-party democracy. 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan has spearheaded, 
deavours to introduce more enlightened Approach 
ermnental actions and practices, what more pressm 
intervene on its behalf than the cause of education tit 
out for such intervention? 
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U.N. 
Bosnia 


Somalia and 
why so different? 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 


BRUSSELS — The United Na- 
tions. has authorised troops to 
fight so aid can get through in 
Somalia, but has held back from 
doing the same in former Yugos- 
lavia — and the question being 
asked is: “Why the difference?" 

Analysts and diplomats say the 
answers point up moral and poli- 
tical “fault lines” in the post-cold 
war world and present the United 
Nations with worrying dilemmas 
about when and where it should 
intervene to save lives. 

“The operation in Somalia is a 
quantum leap in terms of acting 
to help people and it is absolutely 
necessary in a moral sense, but 
that is also true of Bosnia,” said 
Jonathan Eyal of the Royal Un- 
ited Services Institute (RUSI) in 
Loudon. 

“The simple answer is that the 
West, particularly the Amer- 
icans, are prepared to intervene 
in one place but not the other. 
The U.N. is just the legal figleaf, 
the last resort, that governments 
need to launch such operations 
when it suits them.” 

■ Paul Beaver of Jane’s Defence 
Weekly agreed. 

“The way these two crises are 
being handled raises very serious 
questions and doubts about the 
way the United Nations acts,” he 
told Reuters. 

Diplomats say the hard reali- 
ties of international politics have 
prevailed — namely that it will be 
relatively easy for U.S. and other 
forces to defeat poorly-armed 
bandits in Somalia if they need to 
fight. 

The villages, hills and woods of 
Bosnia, with ethnic hatred burn- 
ing fiercely, would be a much 
tougher nut to crack. Western 
governments are worried they 
could be sucked into a quagmire. 


French President Francois Mit- 
terrand acknowledged that such 
military factors were the main 
reason that a similar operation to 
the one planned for Somalia 
could not be mounted in Bosnia. 

“We are also responsible for 
the lives and security of our own 
soldiers,” he has told reporters. 

But smoke diplomats, and even 
the occasional government minis- 
ter, say that claims to set up a 
moral ‘‘new world order” will 
sound hollow if decisions on in- 
tervention are based only on 
cold, practical calculations. 

"It's apparently much easier 
for the United Nations to go into 
Somalia than it is for it to inter- 
vene in a derisive way in former 
Yugoslavia,” said French Huma- 
nitarian Affairs Minister Bernard 
Kouchner. “I think we should 
also stop the massacre in former 
Yugoslavia.” 

Former U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan expressed similar views. 

"Our multilateral organisations 
must declare ethnic cleansing and 
the slaughter of civilians by milit- 
ary forces unacceptable. And we 
must be prepared to put weapons 
behind our words,” he said dur- 
ing a recent visit to Britain. 

Although there are troops 
escorting humanitarian aid con- 
voys under a U.N. flag in Bosnia, 


they are allowed to fire only in 
self-defence. A “no fly zone" 
imposed by the world body over 
Bosnia has been widely floated. 

There have been repeated 
warnings that tens of thousands 
could die in former Yugoslavia 
this winter. More than 300,000 
Somalis have died as a result of 
civil war and famine in the last 
two years. Millions more face 
starvation. 

RUSl's Mr. Eyal and some 
diplomats said there was an in- 
teresting parallel between the 
Somalia operation and the buil- 
dup to the 1991 Gulf war against 
Iraq. 

“In both cases, it was the 
Americans who went to the U.N. 
and built the support for some- 
thing they wanted to do,” he said. 

However, Washington did 
agree, under pressure from some 
countries at the U.N., to in- 
volve the world body more close- 
ly in the command of the Somalia 
operation. The Gulf war was con- 
ducted entirely under U.S. com- 
mand. 

In contrast, Muslim states have 
had little success in pressing for 
U.N. military backing for the 
beleaguered Muslim population 
of Bosnia. 

Mr. Eyal and others said the 
United Nations needed its own 
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By PLANTU in U&pre* (Pari*). CAW Sjatfio 


standing forces — something 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali has suggested — to make it 
more independent of individual 
and powerful governments. 

The resolution on Somalia, 
passed on Thursday, has been 


bailed as historic, marking the 
first time the U.N, has agreed to 
use force to make sure humanita- 
rian aid gets through. 

"But the question is where do 
we go from here?’ said Mr. Beav- 
er. “Do we now say that interven- 


Somalia 


(Continued from page 1) 


Defence Minister Pierre Joxe said 
in Paris. 

Mogadishu's port was closed 
on Nov. 11 amid dan disputes 
and rampant looting, and about 
12,000 tonnes of wheat, rice and 
sorghum have yet to be distri- 
buted. The last attempt to open 
the port, on Nov. 23, failed when 
a U.N. chartered ship was shelled 
as it entered the harbour. 

Aid agencies estimate at least 
half the food donated to Somalia 
so far has been stolen. 

On Friday armed men attacked 
a Care worker and stole $20,000 
in cash. On Saturday there were 
reports of shootings in Baidoa. 
200 kilometres northwest of 
Mogadishu, by gunmen in “tech- 
nicals", the heavily-armed battle 
wagons of the Somali conflict. 

In Mogadishu, the wing of the 
United Somali Congress (USC) 
of warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed sought to play down spe- 
culation that gunmen ' might 
attack the U.S.-led force when it 
lands. 

USC Vkr-Cb airman Abdi Os- 
man Farah told a news conferece 
bis group wanted" talks with the 
U.S. about its plans and said its 
militia would behave in a disci- 
plined way. 


tion is justified _oh^: 
Americans or other ul 
decide it should be st 
inevitably strengthen^ 
the developing andT 
world that the U.Ng|._ _ 
tool of the West.” : 



In a changed world, China has to get the democratic messa 


WASHINGTON — U.S. 
Trade Representative Carla 
Hills arrived in Taipei on Mon- 
day; Commerce Secretary Bar- 
bara Franklin will visit Peking 
before Christmas. Neither the 
timing nor the portfolios of 
these official emissaries is 
accidental. Their messages 
ought also to be unambiguous: 
Just as the business of the 
post-cold war era is free, fair 
and mutually beneficial trade, 
so, too, must its political trade, 
so, too, must its political bond 
be democracy. 

Only when these parallel 
tracks converge will genuine 
.and enduring friendship be- 
tween the United States and 
China be possible. Taiwan has 
long since got the message. If 
China hopes to qualify for full 
membership in the emerging 
community of democracies; it 
must make the necessary poli- 
tical accommodations. 

China used to be able to 
present itself to the West as the 
nonthreatening variety of a 
communist system. But that 
time is past. It is now the only 
mature, nuclear -armed tota- 
litarian regime left in the 
world. 

For most of the 1980s, China 
was Militarily self-effacing, eco- 
nomically adventurous and re- 
latively open to the outside 
world. Zt was no friend of the 
Soviet Union. And so the Un- 
ited States overlooked — or 
lacked the clarity of purpose to 
confront — China's grimitier 
side, notably its military trade 
with piranha states and an abo- 


minable human rights record. 

No mpre. The end of the 
cold war and the collapse of 
the Soviet Union have changed 
the world. The result is that 
Chinese-American relations 
appear bound to become more 
realistic, and markedly heal- 
thier, than at any time in de- 
cades. Strategically, China is 
less important to the West than 
it was, leaving Washington 
freer to hold Peking responsi- 
ble for its misdeeds. America’s 
beginning to demand and se- 
cure hard-won concessions. 

President George Bush’s de- 
cision in August to sell F-16 
fighter jets to Taiwan was not 
just electoral pork-barreling. It 
was also a useful exercise in 
Pacific geopolitics. Weapons 
sales to Taipei send a signal 
that the military balance across 
the Taiwan Strait and in Asia 
. as a whole must not tip too 
much towards Peking. 

And human rights consid- 
erations have become more 
prominent in U.S. -Chinese re- 
lations. After years of neglect, 
Washington now seeks to per- 
suade Peking that people have 
the right to be treated humane- 
ly by their government, and 
that ultimately the rule of law 
must be the benchmark if the 
two countries are to move from 
relationship to friendship. 

Mrs. Hills’s arrival in Taipei 
is like- wise long overdue. Poli- 
tically isolated since the Carter 
administration abruptly ended 
formal diplomatic ties in 1979. 
Taiwan' has had to establish 
unorthodox, arm's length rela- 


By Andrew B. Brick 
tioos with the United States 
and European and Asian coun- 
tries. Only 29 states officially 
recognise Taiwan. 

Still despite repeated di- 
plomatic setbacks this 'island 
controls $86 billion in foreign 
currency reserves, commands a 
global economic presence far 
greater than its size and is 
rapidly becoming the first case 
of institutionalised democracy 
in Chinese history. Democratic 
change on Taiwan, no less than 
political repression on the 
mainland, has altered the are- 
na in which American policy 
toward China must operate. 



Taiwan is the model for all of 
China. 

The engine of change is a 
commercially borderless and 
increasingly influential Greater 
China. It is an amalgam of 
economies that stretches from 
southern and coastal China, 
Taiwan and Hong Kong to 
diverse focal points of the 
Chinese diaspora around the 
Pacific Rim. Chinese 
businesses are now asto- 
nishingly free of control by 
political authorities. 

Factories in Guangdong Pro- 
vince operate through the 
night to manufacture goods 
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r „ and 

Curt Ryan 

" “T Special to the Jordan Times 

— After walking 
v r ;;** ^a n .V-iroagh the hustle and bustle of 
•V '--roj^ -jninan’s modern, urban streets, 
’ J Jv' r - ^3 C 3‘ atering the Alia Art Gallery is a 
.. . '■•'assage into the pastoral and 

“-'.irn environment of southern 

.. K ‘ is -r. r - " Jordan and Iraq. The collection 
^•nivr^'Virvf paintings featured at the cur- 
J h -t a-j . i«nt exhibition by Iraqi artist 
Sc ■ n . ^ Viirid Abd A1 Amir focuses on 
people, animals, and land- 
tr. j :i.C.^'' c \^pes of traditional Arab life. 

‘In contrast to the artists who 
■ T-_v 'ave exhibited their work in Am- 
1 •' :r.t ^uan recently, Mr. Amir's work 
■^n.* ^ -j -juis more towards realism than 


* T ■ „ tworlc demonstrates a versatile 

v. '! .7 ^ -■'•*!$ of style, varying in its degree 

c - realism from painting to paint- 


,r '-tr,omen canying straw baskets on 
; - r .ieir heads, or well-defined fea- 
• : ' s ir.-.aes of bedonin horsemen. Rare- 
does a collection of work by a 
. ngie artist reflect such diversity. 
Mr. Amir also has a keen 
' ’ ; lack for contrast. This is espe- 
- - - -ally evident m his penchant for 

^-^Daroscuro, the juxtaposition of 
• jht and dark. In addition, the 
: tist experiments with static and 

‘ ~ mamic images. 


- Vi lATIIIIMI Id lAXgli- 

lighred by two paintings of be- 
douin encampments, placed 
opposite one another in the gal- 
lery* illustrating the same setting 
at two distinct times of 'the day: 
dawn and dusk. These works 
feature slightly hazy figures 
painted in dim colours, surround- 
ing a bright glowing fire, with 
grey smoke billowing upwards. 
The illuminating flecks of yellow 
and orange immediately draw the 
eye to the centre of the painting, 
in such a way that the viewer 
instantly feels part of the bedouin 
camp. The effect so convincing 
that one can almost smell the 
aroma of the cardamom-laced 
coffee simmering on the fire. 

Another pair of paintings, situ- 
a*ed side by side, emphasises the 
contrast between two bedouins 
on horseback, one of motion and 
the other still. In the painting of 
the rapidly approaching rider, Mr. 
Amir places special emphasis on 
the background which is as dyna- 
mic as the subject itself. Both are 
represented through broad lively 
splashes of colour, almost indis- 
tinguishable at dose range. In the 
second painting, the rider is at a 
standstill, upright and proud. Un- 
like its counterpart, the back- 
ground is serene and of secondary 
importance; all concentration is 
placed on the bedouin and his 
horse. The first captures the dra- 
ma of bedouin life, the second 
conveys its dignity. 

In a series on horses, Mr. Amir 
shows similar attention to detail 


irotbers, ‘Unionists’ slam U.S. 


I ^ (Continued 

‘The Arab League must move 

day with the biggest force possi- 
e to provide food for the Somali 
tople and replace the foreign 
roes which arrived in Somalia 
-en before the U.S. Security 
)undl approved it,” it said. 
Aisha Al Rasam, a member of 
e central committee of the 
, bentl Unionist group — as yet 
it a registered political party — 
id the faction was “not against 
imanharian relief efforts in 
vnalia, but opposes the threat 
at the Americans pose by seek- 
to control the Bab A1 Man- 
3"b H — entrance to the Red 

i Kg Ihe group, which Ms. Rasam said 
s ted by Dr. Anis Muasber, "re- 
£2$’ ts the role played by the U.N. in 
rSgfi Stating the American objectives,” 
JRujjia did not explain why the 
*nyjip p waited until die American 
BTflve bo issue any statement on die 
J.'Or "" 1 ' ctisw despite widespread re* 
of misery, starvation and death 
4 country for months. 

? [jgtf almost identical language, the 
] -wxherhood statement said: Tf the 
^5. had entered the Gulf war under 
. t pretext of international legitimacy 
jf*y protecting the weak from the 
. gjW. it now justifies its entry to 
, ^naKa under the pretext of huma- 
trian objectives and international 
W and saving the country from 
rvation and deprivation.” 

The Arab and Islamic nations 

- . ..mid solve the problems of Arab 
P «lim Somalia by unifying its war- 

5 factions, protecting the country 
; feeding its hungry,” it said. 
■”‘We caff on all warring Somali 

- -lions to settle their differences and 

united in the face of the Amer- 
d invasion and military occupation 
. 'their country at a time when all 
ople are looking forward to liberty 


from page 1 ) 

and freedom, and to turn the country 
into a graveyard for the invaders,” it 
added. No spokesman for the move- 
ment was immediately available for 
further comment. 

Diplomatic sources said meanwhile 
that another Jordanian political group 
— which was not immediately identi- 
fied — had sent a “message of sup- 
port for the American move” into 
Somalia. 

“It is a message which applauded 
the American action,” said one di- 
plomatic source, adding that it was 
sent to the U.S. embassy in Amman. 


Your 

IN AMMAN 

GET YOUR 
ASSOCIATES 
ON A BUSINESS 
LUNCH 

Nightly 

LIVE MUSIC 


Jabal Amman 
Next to 

The Mi Bakeries 
Between 5th S 6th Circle 
0 Tel. 827850 » 
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» MODERN AMERICAN dft 
m HOME III 

■ Merry Christmas 
9{apy 9{exv year 
Our Biggest Sale of the year 

20% off untile 
Dec 31 - 1992 

1 ) COMFORTERS, SHEETS. 

2 ) TOWEL, BATH TOWEL 

3 ) BATH RUGS AND ACCESSORIES. 

4 ) DISNEY CHARACTERS (SHEET SET, 

COMFORTER, PILLOW). 

5 ) 100% COTTON THERMAL BLANKET. 

6 ) KITCHEN T OWELS, APRONS, POT HOLDERS. 

AMMAN - AL BIADER - INDUSTRIAL - SCHOOL 
STREET , FIRST TURN ON THE RIGHT 
TEL . 619738 - FAX . 605085 
P ’ O .BOX 1222 TLA - AL ALI 


3th Circle 


BayaderWadi AlSeerl 


A! Ahii Bank 


Industrial School St.l 


artists, he finds the horse to be an 
ideal subject for the study of 
muscle tone and contour. The 
horse is particularly well-suited to 
the exhibition, given the import- 
ance of the Arabian stallion to 
traditional culture. 

Mr. Amir has not neglected the 
role of women in nomadic socie- 
ty. His exhibition includes several 
unusual portraits of bedouin 
women, each constituting a de- 
parture from traditional 
stereotypes which portray them 
as submissive and rarely more 
than supporting figures. Instead, 
these women exude power and 
seduction. Their gaze is direct, 
forceful and alluring. Veils are 
often transparent, leaving the 
faces exposed to full view. With- 
out any suggestion of movement, 
the artist nonetheless captures 
the dramatic spirit of these 
women. 

Taken together, the exhibi- 
tion's works highlight the possi- 
bility for diversity of subject and 
style within a single genre. 

Even after returning to the 
busy streets of Amman, Mr. 
Amir's images of desert life will 
continue to linger in the mind for 
some time to come. 

The exhibition at the Alia An 
Gallery will remain open until 
Dec. 10. 



Mikhi Stores- 


The Biggest Toy Store In Jordan wishing you 
a happy X-mas And Awonderful New Year. 

Visit Us and you will find all kind of toys from 
. the most famous factories In the World. 

' Our prices are the best. 


Visit Us Once 


Sure you will never 
forget us. 


Bedouin camp — oil on canvas by Iraqi artist Tarki Abd Al Amir on 
display at Alia Art Gallery 





General Computers Corporation 

Tel 649760 Fax 659760 POBox 910297 Amman, Jordan 
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O o Olivetti Notebook 
u L* 790.-JD. 


-P* 


Olivetti 


Take 2 minutes I 


to fill this questionnaire. Please fax 
it back (to 659760) before 10 Dec- 92 


eg Are you Interested in an original Olivetti Notebook computer (386-SX 
” at 20 MHz, with 2 MB RAM, 60 MB bard disk, SVGA display and floppy 

| drive) at the incredible price of 790.-JD ? 



one of the following: 


B § I am more than interested. I'd like to book my Olivetti now ! 

□ I am interested, but do not wish to book or commit now 

□ l am hot interested, thank you ■ ■ 

, , •ff 

(An optional math co-processor can be installed at 1 1 0.-JD extra charge) 


Name : Tel : Fax : 




Sa i re water ... every, drop count 5! 
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MKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 




PACKING. AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELI VERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS 




CROWN 

INTIL EST. 
Packing, shipping, 

: forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 
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AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 





ESS'S* CBS@5GE 

■6 Kais Dryclean. 1 Hr. Service 

☆ Shoes repair ☆ Engraving 
* Keys Service 

•ir Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 



Special Executive Luncheons 

■rake away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd code 


Tel:659519 659520 


AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
12M-15M& 18-30 -23-JQ 

Tel: 03-314415 



American Home 



Tffa’ist S&a, 'l/illaae. 

for fan Be cure ' 


B»e first SfU ta the FSdrfle East based on hot SaUunxs mineral Hater 
Springs of (xgji nrisaal Concentration for the Cure of 
• summation * Arthritis * Sinusitis 1 Digestive diseases 
Or Just for blood circulation enhancement 

50% Discount 

I On Room Rates 

For non Jordanians ” Residents “ 

Amna I 663771/2 . 888279 . 683310 • Location , 08 545300 



Cf\\m 

Town 

f^esUxurcuii 


SRJW 0 HAIG 

Professional Quality ka 
i/ Hqra Service • ‘ " 

Develop yOor colour Skn at 
our sht^7 # ar?d g e&- 

e JUMBO ' 'photo 


? Fr&e eafarje- 
g&Gst 20 x .30 $b 


ShsJfiRSfei - Opp. .C 
Bank . Phone* W40< 
Swefieb teL- 823891 


' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and tasle our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight > 


Every great city in the world has its China, 
Town and Amman now has its own. 

Where you can enjoy the most exquisite 
Chinese dishes for lunch and dinner. 

Banquet and take-away service 

All chefs from Peking, China 

China Town 

at the Amman Plaza Hotel 
Tel. 674295 or 6741 11 - ext. 6338 


- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 


RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open 1LM-3 J0 A 6. 00- 11:30 daXy 


Take away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 






The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 1 2:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


The First Class Hotel in 
’ Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IIAItOTEL 


Amman - Tel. 668 193 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



mmm 


TVin Krisola 

AT. KTTATMA BAR. 


;u'i ■ || ^|i>9i«ixir>b^i^ i i > :j 


announces its new service 


f v , A 7 r: I l WW; 4 T4U 9J [4 |^W. Ti : / J f: 1 1 


with its modem air-conditioned 
bases. 

Departure every half an hour from 
either Abdaii Bus Station or JETT 
Headquarters. 

Fare: 75® fib per trip. 

Enquiries: 664146 
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McEnroe, Sampras stage big comeback 

U.S. leads 2-1 in Davis Cup 


FORT WORTH (R) — Pete 
Sampras and John McEnroe 
clawed back from two sets down 
to win a five-set nail-biter from 
Switzerland's Jakob Hlasek and 
Marc Rosset in doubles and give 
the United States a 2-1 lead in the 
Davis Cup final Saturday. 

After the United States nar- 
rowly took the third set to avoid a 
devastating defeat, Sampras 
raised his game several levels to 
spearhead a remarkable com- 
eback in the 6-7. 6-7, 7-5, 6-1, 6-2 
thriller that took four hours and 
17 minutes to complete. 

The United States is now one 
victory away from winning the 
Davis Cup for the 30th time and 
second time in three years. 

Hlasek will have to return to 
the indoor h3rdcourt against 
world number one Jim Courier 
for Sunday’s first reverse singles 
to try to keep the dream of 
Switzerland's first Davis Cup 
alive. 

The final match Sunday will pit 
Rosset against Wimbledon cham- 
pion Andre Agassi. 

“The last two sets were the best 
doubles I've ever played," said 
the overjoyed Sampras, who was 
rock solid from the service line 
and began cracking forehand win- 
ners in the fourth set to energise 


McEnroe and take the Swiss duo 
Out of the battle. 

"This was a huge match. Hope- 
fully this is a stepping stone and I 
can get the Lyon nightmare out of 
my head,” he said, referring to 
his demoralising Davis Cup debt 
last year when he dropped two 
singles matches to France as the 
United States lost the final. 

Inability by the Americans to 
convert break points and dutch 
play on the big points by the 
Swiss cost McEnroe and Sampras 
the first two sets. 

The U.S. duo, playing together 
for only the second time, avoided 
a straight sets loss by breaking 
Rosset's big serve in the final 
game of the third set and Sampras 
said the emotion of the U.S. team 
during the 10-minute break was 
phenomenal. 

‘The moment was unbeliev- 
able. McEnroe was raving and 
ranting. He was pumped. I was 
pumped and you know it's not 
very often that 1 get emotional." 

McEnroe. 33. who may be 
playing his last Davis Cup in what 
has been a brilliant career in the 
international competitin, wil 1 be 
part of his fifth cup-winning team 
if Courier or Agass : come 
through Sunday. 

“If he goes out hell go out in 



Pete Sampras 

style," Sampras said of McEnroe, 
who ended the match by holding 
serve at love with bis fifth ace. 

A dejected Hlasek said: “We 
ran out of steam, our strength left 
us.” 

McEnroe, who passed up the 
post-match interview to avoid 
questions about his marital prob- 
lems, told captainTom Gorman 
he thought Rosset appeared tired 
in the late stages. 


John McEnroe 

Rosset had spent nearly four 
and a half hours beating Courier 
in five sets Friday night." 


McEnroe, who is now 18-2 in 
Davis Cup doubles, also said the 
crowd really got into it and 
helped the Americans. Event 
promoters had distributed 3,000 
American flags in an attempt to 
neutralise the extremely boister- 
ous Swiss contingent. 


Norwich sound championship challenge 


LONDON (R). — Norwich, dis- 
missed by the big-city clubs as the 
unfashionable country cousins of 
English soccer, are finally making 
the rest of rhe Premier League 
take them seriously as title con- 
tenders. 

In a season in which none of 
the major clubs have shown any 
sign of making a strong challenge 
for the championship. Norwich 
have stayed among the paceset- 
ters and Saturday pulled signifi- 
cantly clear at the top. 

Showing the resilience needed 
by any team aiming to win the 
title, Norwich came back from a 
goal down at home to spoilers 
Wimbledon to snatch a last- 
minute victory while their closest 
challengers lost. 

With second and third-placed 
Blackum and Arsenal both going 
down to weak opposition, Nor- 
wich moved eight points clear at 
the top, the bookmakers slashed 
their title odds and manager Ian 
Walker h~gan talking of cham- 
pionship aspirations. 


Mark Robins, the striker 
bought from Manchester United 
in the close season, showed he 
aptly fits Walker's description 
when he started the Norwich 
revival with his 12th goal of the 
season. 

And Dave Phillips grabbed his 
seventh to propel the dub from 
the midst of the east Anglican 
farming community to their 
fourth consecutive win. 


they possess the potential to up- 
set the odds. 

Those odds, a generous 20-1 
two weeks ago. were slashed to 
5-1 by bookmakers after Black- 
burn — who have won just once 
in their last seven games — lost 
3-2 at Middlesbrough and Arsen- 
al slumped to their third succes- 
sive defeat, 2-0 at Southampton. 

Only Aston Villa and Chelsea 
among the challengers kept pace. 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


Many pundits and critics had 
predicted Norwich, whose high- 
est league finish was fourth in 
1989, would fade after losing 7-1 
to Blackburn and 4-1 at Liverpool 
in successive away trips in Octo- 
ber. 

But they have bouncecL&ack 
from those setbacks and a subse- 
quent League Cup defeat at 
Blackburn and, backed by their 
status as highest-scoring club in 
the league, have firmly shown 


Villa won 2-1 at Sheffield 
Wednesday with both goals from 
Dalian Atkinson against his for- 
mer club. 

Villa,, who moved third. level 
on points with Blackburn, have 
been equally impressive this sea- 
son but. significantly, lost their 
10-match unbeaten run last week 
at home to Norwich. 


Chelsea registered their sixth 
win in their last seven games with 
a 2-1 win at London neighbours 
Tottenham to strengthen their 
surging challenge and fill fourth 
place, with the same points as 
Blackburn and Villa. 

On a day of upsets, ailing 
Nottingham Forest showed signs 
that the sleeping giant may be 
waking with a 4-1 destruction of 
champions Leeds United. 

Following on from their mid- 
week League Cup win over Tot- 
tenham. Forest scored their first 
away league win of the season 
and only their third in all. 


They remain anchored to the 
bottom a point behind Crystal 
Palace, who won at home for the 
first time, but with Neil Webb 
laying on two goals in his second 
game since returning to the club 
from Manchester United, 
Forest’s prospects of a revival 
look favourable. 


NBA ROUNDUP 


By The Associated Press 


DOMINIQUE WTLKINS scored a season high 44 

Blaylock had a career high 17 assists, leading Atlanta to a 113- 

win over San Antonio. _ . . _ . - rmn ntra 

Bill Laimdeer had TO points and pulled down his 10,000 NB 

“ and Peons’ 

25 points for Detroit and Jon Dnnrars added 

23. Armon Gilliam led the Sixers with 17 points- 
Michael Jordan scored 10 of his 24 pom is in the fourth quarter, 
lifting Chicago to a 96-89 win over Boston. 

In DallasAkeem Olajuwon scored 14 of his 26 JWWSSSfive 
quarter and Houston went on to hand Dallas its math consecutive 

^{Smwhite Karl Malone scored 30 points and Tyrone Cortnn22 as 
Utah railed past Denver, 119-29 for its form* 

En Oakland Chris Muilin scored 31 p omts, id the .final penod 

to help protect a fourth-quarter lead, as the Golden State Wamors 
beat the Orlando Magic 110-104. 

It was just the Warriors’ second home win in seven games, liwy 
had failed to protect fourth-quarter leads in all five of their home 

IO h?another match Cliff Rodinson scored 11 of his 24 points in the 
fourth quarter, and Kevin Buckworth’s only second-half basket was 
the game winner as the Portland Trail Blazere beat the Cleveland 

Cavaliers 96-94. . . . . 

The loss ended the Cavaliers’ six game home winning streak. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jansher beats Jahangir to win Pakistan Open 


KARACHI (R) — Top seed Jansher Khan of Pakistan beat 
compatriot and defending champion J ah angir Khan to win the 
Pakistan Open squash title. The world number one took 65 
minutes to clinch the final 15-13, 15-5. 15-12 and pocket the 
$16,200 prize money. It was the 23-year-old Jansher’s KJth title 
this year. Jahangir, 29, seeking to win the title for the 11th time, 
had no answer to the strokeplay of his younger opponent. After 
the match, Jahangir praised Jansher’s performance and said: He 
played superb squash and gave me no chance to recover. 


Honduras advance in World Cup qualifying 


TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras (R) — Honduras clinched a berth 
in (he next round of World Cup qualifying by beating Costa Rica 
2-1 (1-0) in their Concacaf Group A* match. The victoiy gave 
Honduras a total of eight points from five games and propelled 
them to the top of Group A. Mexico, who face St. Vincent in 
Mexico City also look ready to advance. Mexico, 4-0 winners over 
St. Vincent in their previous encounter, are currently on six 
points. 


FOR RENT 


. FURNISHED APARTMENT IN SHME1SANI, BE- 
HIND THE ARAB BANK . CONSISTING OF TWO] 
BEDROOMS . A JOINT LIVING AND DINING 
ROOM, FULLYCARPETED WITH T.V. TELEPHONE 
OWN CENTRAL-HEATING . 

If interested contact tel. 666987 
between 9 am - 5 pm , 



The Y.W.C.A. 
of Amman 

Presents a Piano Concert 
By the famous Pianist 

ULLJ tioja JL 


Hi/rani 


on Thursday Dec. 10, 1992 
at 8:00 p.m. 

At the Royal Cultural Centre 

Proceeds are for Scholarship funds 

Tel: 641119, 641793, 655475 


INVITATION 


The Department of Antiquities of Jordan in cooperation 
with the Friends of Archaeology Society, cordially invite 
those who are concerned with and interested in Islamic art 
and culture, to attend a lecture in Arabic entitled “Islamic 
illustrated manuscripts (Baghdad School) with emphasis 
on Maqamat Al Hariri by Yahya A! Wasiti “by Mrs. Nahida 
Nueima Iraqi Department of Antiquities and Heritage — 
On Tuesday Dec. 8 1992 at 6 p.m., at the Friends of 
Archaeology Centre;- 

Jabal Amman — Fourth Circle — close to Salah Al Dein Mosque. 

For more information call Tel: 696682 


1 + 2 = FREE 


At The Al Cazar Hotel, Aqaba 

Until 23rd December, the Al Cazar Hotel 
offers 3 nights accommodation for the same 
price as 2 nights B/B 

Make your reservation today 
Tel: (03) 314131/2 
Fax: (03) 314133 


Peanuts 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WrTH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

ftlW 5 T-ttuna Men Senneai. Inc. 


BATTLE OF THE TITANS 


vulnerable. East 


; WEST 
A 3 
..375 


North -South 
:ea!s. 

NORTH 
4 lO 8 7 5 2 
T - A 9 3 2 
■> K 9 
* A 10 

EAST 
* Q 9 4 
TKJ4 

A Q J 10 8 2 7 6 5 3 

E*Q 8 5 +7 4 3 

SOUTH 
4KJ6 
7Q 10 8 6 
i •:> 4 

+SJ962 
’■The bidding: 

irEast Sooth West North 

Cpacc Pass 1 NT Pass 

24 3 4 :■ 

: Pass 4 •? Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of •» 

Over the past decade, the most 
successful pair in the U.S. has been 
■ Jeff Meckstroth and Eric RodwelL 
i Of late, Tony Forrester and Andy 
: Robson have been recognized as one 
: of Europe’s great combinations. 
: These four players locked horns 
g wlien Great Britain met the U.S. in 
£ 9 ' qualifying round of the World 
pTeani Olympiad in Yokohama, Ja- 


pan, last yea.-. 

Robson elected to open the West 
hand with a weak no trump. Judging 


North’s cue-bid of four dia- 
monds, South’s balancing bid of two 
clubs must have shown a two-suiter, 
and a highly optimistic four-heart 
contract was reached. 

Wert led the ace of diamonds and 
continued the suit. Meckstroth dis- 
carded a spade from hand on the 

kin g of diamonds and immediately 
led a spade to the jack and ace. 

West returned a spade to declar- 
er’s king. The ace and king of clubs 
were cashed and a club ruff set up 
two long cards in the suit. Judging 
accurately from West’B jump to 
three diamonds that the defender's 
distribution was 2-2 -6-3. and that 
the king of hearts was on his right, 
since West had already shown up 
with ID points and was known to 
have additional values in diamonds, 
declarer simply cashed the ace of 
hearts and continued with a trump. 
Whether East played the jack or the 
king, declarer could lose no more 
than one trump trick to go with the 
spade and diamond loans. 

Needless to say, no other North- 
South pair came close to bidding 


LINUS, NOBOP/ BELIEVES 
WHAT'S IN THESE PAMPHLETS 
ABOUT THE "6RE AT PUMPKIN' 

y " 



MAYBE THEY'RE 
ALL TOO 
SMART.. 


MAYBE WE SHOULP 
60 TO SOMEONE'S 
MOUSE WHO 15 
5TUPIP ENOUGH TO 
BELIEVE THIS... 




Andy Capp 


HER SIDE OPtHE Willy ] 
CAN GET MASTV EVEN X 
WHBU TWEV HAUENTJ 
HADI&OjMUeHIO DRINK Y 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 



ywLv.r.vj*' 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY D 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CarroB 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
hare a good idea where, you a 1 * 
and how to h a ndle those 
expenses in connection with prop- 
erty interests that can aecsu be- 
nefits and increase your general 
p rosperity— 

ARIES: (Man* 21 to April 19) 
Start the week by using the morn- 
ing to put in*® motion a new 
perspective you gained over the 
weekend, tonight get into worldly 
phases of ambitions. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Decide upoa the biggest course of 
action to which yon ran commit 
yourself and then you will be able 
to convince on of different ideas to 
go along with you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever you have in mind where 
a worfdty ambition is concerned 
can be rightly decided upon in 
morning, then tonight handle the 
practical aspects well. 

MOW CHILDREN: (June 22 to 


hold, then yon can get c 
amuseme nt with 
chosen txuupauku 




July 21) Get into all the tasks 
swiftly 


... that awaits your, attention 
early in the day. then yon can het 
die backing of those outside for a 
new business project. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Start 
the morning by showing others the 
extent of your most expansive spe- 
cial gifts, then you w SI be able to 
do further neat finisft as sufflested 
by contacts. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Keep a promise in the morning 
made to a member of your house- 


UBRA: (September 23 to. 

22) Get but whrteva-^ref 
tions to a dfccaace a* pc 
the morning and good ns 
tow while tmagin da wfaa . 
family members. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 'to 
ber 21). Get into extend 
financial h o r Lt o us in the 
after which you wiB be at 
into the Specific methods* ” 
to accompfish this phrpoT ^ 
SAGITTARIUS: (Noveai * 
December 21) Take some 
' to go after the t Wi j 
desire tbe mast m ac ' 
while later you canfandk^ 
ma tt er s in a practical fas ? 

CAPRICORN; (D ecembc"' 
January 20) Dttcnsspfans 
one of whom you are in 
during early horns tan ^ „ 

win be able to do theft - 
want to put across. - 1 \ 
AQUARIUS: (January 2tt . 
ary 19) Consider wdl wl 
intimate aims are and bow 
let others who can bd 
about them, then you fast 
of your own to > unptemer 

PISCES: (February 20^ ... 
20) This is the awnreot>- 
can put across outside r 
you have planned in the.' 
after which gel together 
means for gaining the m 
sonaL 


*L.» 


-hi. r 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Htarf) 



“Tell me about your day, Stanley -*i 
but please use words, not grunts!* 


.-f » ** 


JT 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD W 
by Henri Arnold and Bob l- 


Unscrombfe these tour Jumbleo, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordtoary wonfs. 


ENTAI 

K 


TL 


b_ 


NIRPT 


in 


BUMER 


LHC 

□ 




LOWALT 


rro 

□ 



WHAT THE WAITER 
&AM7 TO MARY. 


Now arrange die ekeied Meta h 
form the surprise answer, as sag 
posted by the above cartoon. : 


rn rxm' 


Saturday's 


Jumbles: ABYSS BLOAT 


(Answers tomonti 
IMPORT SOLACE 


Answer They didn't flee their math instructor because 
he always gave them Ws — "PROBLEMS" 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
^ •‘Shane" star 
SReducein 
intensity 
10 SAghtly open 

14 "That makes 
sensef” 

15 Also-ran 

16 Powdery starch 

17 Crested bird 

19 Run swtftfy 

20 Door 

21 Thrusts 

22 High cards 

23 Res high 
25 Playground 

features 
28 Speak 
incoherently 

31 Flogged 

32 Bargain 

33 Ok} make of car 

34 On me — 
(unfriendly) 

35 Burafle of groin 
38 Scarlett's home 

37 Phooeyl 

38 Wa<£ng btrd 

39 Late actor, Stu 

40 Actor 

42 Oi vessels 

43 Woo 

44 Gab 

45 Forcefully 
47 Pa's pa 

51 Voung salmon 

52 Brisbane is here 

54 Faction 

55 Inappropriate 
567NsrSp. 

57 Otherwise 

58 Buenos — 

59 Open carriage 



•SR5 




DOWN 

1 Prater 

2 "If s — to ten a 

He" 

3 Impression 

4 HumOiates 

5 Straightens: var. 

6 Autumn pears 

7 Terms great 

8 Mark, in eurfing 

9 Go astray 

10 Classify 

11 Game 


12 Malarial lever 

13 Petes 

18 Confronted 
21 Saint — , Minn. 

23 Orate 

24 Norwegian Mng 

25 BSA member 

26 Titter 

27 Destined 

28 Rear part of a 
ship 

29 Uncanny 

30 Chestnut 
horses 

32 Young pig 
35 Disturbance 
38 Low-wheeled 


38 Rotated 

39 &a^and Moran 

41 Evening 
reception 

42 Intones 

44 CrlnWed fabric 

45 Church part 
48 Letters 


Yesterday's Puab Srig*. ^ 


□nnon raruz ong 
nnnnn □non nrw 

nnnram nnncinnnn 

^nnn rano nnnni’ 
nnn rann n 

mmnnnm nnnnP 
□noon nmrnnR£ 
nnnn nnnnn non 
Qnn rnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnrennm 
nnn ntnn m 
nnnnnn nroa EEr! 
rannnnnn^n nnni> 
nnnn nnnn rnnnp 
rarann nnni rcnoL 







47 Rig 

48 Ban 

49 Entert a inm ent 
acronym 



■data 

53 One: p***- 


i 





Li® < J 

















f^f^hina earns record 
5 5 ’'.'3.1 3 b from tourism 

t-w . 

UTNG (R) — China’s tourism industry, which slumped after 

*■ -^'r. “ onW tankfi finer! nn - - inon 


.L ■ •' c "jin, : 1 r in uic mikic iiruiwiiui 

^h'KKTtest year when $2.34 billion were earned. China's tourism 
j'* “ h - ’= :ar^^<^ nc £ h°PP e< ^ to SI -86 biQion in 1989. During early 1990, most 
‘ --tc-? < . ete reportedjow occupancy. To salvage the situation, they offered 

^URPlri. , r "‘" rates, which attracted large numbers of travel groups from 
fVr and Hone Kone. ^ 


" - '‘Pr;:*;. 


Dcci.^VK 1 '^ .Tha^dal 


=::c: -l>S 


Markets 


Jordan Times 

in co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


... 


CApfcj f 05 • 

foreign Exchange Market Summary 
*~rj ^^(November 30-December 4, 1992) 


r-c . ■ 

Aur- .... : - 


- *“ Cv AfMAN — Technical ami interest rate considerations, as well as ERM 
• Clarions. caused the dollar to lose further ground last week. While 


J jjjmjjjj turned towards the Due iche mark and Swiss franc. Sterling was. 
,1T '' *•"! ^.odkally, also soogth after, being a non-ERM currency. The dollar thus 
-V : ; jded the week 0.4 per cent lower against the mark. 0.8 per cent lower 
gainst the Swiss franc and 3.2 per cent lower against the Pound 



" ^.. gainst the Swiss tranc and 3.2 per cent lower against the Pound 
* ^jerfing- 

s^; The dollar rallied breaching 1.60 marks during Monday's trading 
if -nos in the Far East and the early European trading, raising hopes that 
;t- U.S. unit might actually succeed in hitting 1.61 marks during the 

- Il/.-'-iaise of the week. But the dollar fell back later in the day, hurt by 

- ‘J' : merging rounds of mark buying for the yen. 

■ r -* Two statements by the Bundesbank President caused the Duetch- 
■' '.-■nai* to surge sharply Tuesday and Wednesday. The statements 
smed to have finally convinced market participants that the German 
intral bank was not going to give-in to intemabonal pressures and 
— — vwer its official interest rates in the near future. Market anxiety over 
e instability to the European Monetary System, brought by the high 
'"-'ennan interest rates, refuelled ERM tensions nad sparked rumours of 
rwalutkms on the French, Danish and Italian currencies. The French 
. anc was, nevertheless, the most hurt of the three, as it fell to its 
lira-week low tfgainst the mark at 3.4150 francs to the mark. It closed in 
«w.wYo(k, however, barely above it’s permitted floor in the ERM, after 
e German and French central banks intervened in the market to 
dend the franc. 

Unlike previous times, the dollar was not able to benefit from 
mope's currency troubles, but was adversely affected by the mark's 
length. Observers refleetd that speculative demand for the dollar was 
scocraged by the dollar’s failure to breach 1.60 marks decisively, and 
/ the diminishing hopes of a near-term German interest rate cut. Lack 
the usual commercial demand, because of already accumulated long 
- < jBar positions, was another factor. The U.S. unit hence dropped to its 

west levels of the week Tuesday, closing in New York at 1 .5730 marks. 
— i But the dollar rebounded, however, towards the end of the week, 
osng in New York at its highest levels of that week. While the dollar 
r - — ■ 1 1 1 nthnent was boosted by the release of an encouraging U.S. November 
■ nployment report, its gains were limited however by 'subdued demand 
[ * ' * wad of the year end. 


; *sm York dosing Rates for Major Currencies Against the 
- J-S. Dollar 


Cumsty 


Deutsche Marti 


IJZ <viSwfcS.'Fra«c 


Japanese Yen 


771T/92 

Close . 

3772792 

Hose 

Percent 

Change 

1.5120 

1 .5605 

3.m 

1.5987 

1.5930 

0.36 f 

1.4395 

1.4285 

0.77% 

5.4275 

5.4070 

0.38 S 

124.40 

124.95 

0.44% 



Currency 

l-Moalfal^bl 


l-Mwuh iV> 

v*t.\ 

VS. Dollar 

3.93 

4.06 

3.81 

4.00 

'’Starting Pound 

7.25 

6.62 

7.06 

6.62 

.Deutsche Mark 

8.87 

7.75 

9 .03 

7.81 



70.50 9.00 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


' Swim Franc 


.French Franc 


'Japanese Yen 0, 


Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


.665 


1.0718 


0.4314 


0.4811 


.1271 


Offer 


0.690 


1.0772 


0.4336 


0.4835 


0.1277 






0.1006 

0.1011 

0.0493 

0.0495 

0.02097 

0.02107 


GATT economists foresee 
slow world trade growth 


GENEVA (R) — The volume of 
world trade grew by .five per cent 
in the first half of 1992, GATT 
economists have said, but they 
forecast a slower expansion in the 
second half due to weaker econo* 
mic recovery. 

Sweden’s Ambassador Lars 
An ell, serving as chairman of 
GATT's annual meeting in Gene- 
va, also called on trade delegates 
to wrap up the Uruguay Round 
trade negotiations by year's end. 

In a speech to a meeting of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT), he released 
moderate growth figures pre- 
pared by the secretariat's eco- 
nomists. 

“While GATT economists 
have estimated that the volume of 
world merchandise trade in the 
first half of 1992 was more than 
five per cent above the corres- 
ponding period in 1991, the gain 
for the year as a whole will be 
smaller because the strength of 
the economic recovery has slack- 
ed,” he said. 


He gave no precise figure for 
trade volume expansion in the 
second half of 1992, nor a closer 
estimate of an annual rate. 

Imports into North America. 
Latin America, the Middle East 
and Asia — with the notable 
exception of Japan — had buoyed 
trade in the first six months of the 
year, according to GATT. 

“The somewhat downbeat 
assessment for the rest of rhe year 
reflects, in particular, weakness 
in demand in western Europe and 
Japan,” Mr. Anell said, quoting 
the economists. 

Trade between the members of 
the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS) had “virtually 
collapsed" in the first half of 
1992, he noted. 

But imports into the 12-nation 
European Community from east- 
ern Europe had risen sharply, 
according to the GATT. 

Regarding the Uniguay Round 
of trade talks, he said: “As never 
before, we appear to have both 
an opportunity to conclude the 
round and — at the highest levels 


of government — a substantial 
political will to settle." 

Last week the Trade Negotia- 
tions Committee (TNC), the 
steering organ of the six-year-old 
round, agreed to try to reach a 
“successful political conclusion" 
by year’s end. The talks aim to 
liberalise trade in agriculture, in- 
dustry and services. 

“It is also clear that a successful 
conclusion of the round would 
give — both for psychological and 
economic reasons — a much 
needed boost to the world eco- 
nomy.” Mr. Anell said. 

“In feet, it is one of the few 
decisions governments can take 
without economic risks in order 
to stimulate the world economy 

He concluded: “The round 
should have been concluded, 
could have been concluded, a 
long time ago. Let us see to it that 
it's finally done now. When it is 
still — hopefully — possible to 
save us from a worsening of the 
already gloomy economic situa- 
tion." 


Japan’s construction giants 
report 10% fall in profits 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's two con- 
struction giants, Shimizu Coro 
and Kajima Corp, have said the 
economic slowdown trimmed 
their profits by close to 10 per 
cent in the first half of fiscal 1992 
ending Sept. 30. 

They said the falls iu pre-tax 
profit reflected stock appraisal 
losses because of depressed share 
prices and larger interest pay- 


ments reflecting heavier borrow- 
ing. 

Shimizu’s 1992793 half-year 
profit fell 10.1 per cent to 50.94 
billion yen ($414 million) from 
the year before. Kajima's pre-tax 
profit fell 9.8 per cent to 38.19 
billion yen ($310 million). 

Because an increasing number 
of clients could not pay for pro- 
jects due to their own tight finan- 
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Cinema 



CAT CHASER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8 J0. 10*30 

■ Thu & Fri. special shows 
for children at 11:00 am. 

PROBLEM CHILD 



- ' 7 Tel: 575571 

V HaMjl Al Mashinl Theatre 


FrMay/Dcc. 11 , 1 W 2 

Is the start of aii annual holiday for the 
political comedy 

<< PaBdetaonlalll ,, (Ain Awwad) . , 
The 1993 season starts in January- 




Nabil & Hisham’s 

AH LAN THEATRE 

Always something new in the Review: 

“Welcome New World Order” 

Daily, except for Mondays at 8:30 p.m. 
TeL: 625155 



dal circumstances, the construc- 
tion companies were forced to 
borrow more funds to complete 
projects, company officials told 
Reuters. 

Orders from the private sector 
fell sharply because of deteriorat- 
ing business and a generally slug- 
gish property market and this was 
also likely to hurt future earnings. 


Kuwait 
may pay 
civil 
servants 
for private 
work 

KUWAIT (R) — ■ The Kuwaiti 
government, worried about the 
structure and productivity of the 
indigenous work force, may pay 
civil servants to work in the pri- 
vate sector. 

Member of parliament Nasser 
Al Sanie has said this was one of 
the ideas a government- 
appointed think-tank is looking at 
as a way 10 attract Kuwaitis into 
the private sector and improve 
efficiency in the civil service. 

The civil service employs more 
than 85,000 Kuwaitis, probably 
more than 90 per cent of the 
working Kuwaiti population, but 
many spend few hours at their 
offices. The private sector is staf- 
fed mainly by foreigners. 

Sheikh Sanie told the official 
Kuwaid News Agency KUNA: 
‘The best incentive... would be 
to second the government em- 
ployee to work in the private 
sector on the unnderstanding that 
he will receive his salary from the 
government department that em- 
ploys him." 

“This would raise his produc- 
tivity while he works in the pri- 
vate sector and reduce the' level 
of soveremployment in the ovem- 
ment sector." he added. 

The think-tank, appointed by 
the Emir, contains two minister 
and two members of parliament, 
including Sheikh Sanie. 
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ABIDJAN (Rj — Developing countries scored an important victory 
Saturday when the world’s top ecological funding agency agreed to 
‘abolish restrictive entry fees. 

The Global Environment Facility (GEF) decided after its meeting 
in Abidjan to do away with the $5.5 million entry fee. 

Some Third World states, forced to borrow the amount from the 
World Bank to join, said the fee was excessive and undemocratic.. 

."The question was whether there should be a minimum entty fee 
for members. The consensus was that no membership fee should be 
involved,’’ GEF Chairman Mohammad Al Ashry told reporters. 

“However there are certain administrative costs that will need to 
be recovered according to ability to pay/’ he said. 

Only about 30 countries are now paid-up members. 

The GEF was founded two years ago. International accords signed 
at the Rio Earth Summit last June designated it as the world’s main 
agency for funding projects to protect the environment. 

Mr. Ashry forecast that the GEF would become the main 
mechanism for funnelling billions of dollars from planned carbon or 
energy taxes into cleaning up the environment. 
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APARTMENT KENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment consists of three bed- 
rooms, three bathrooms, living room with a veranda, 
guest room and dining room. Central heating, 
telephone and a lift are available. 

Location: Gardens area. 

For sale a video camera, Hitachi, D.S.P. digital 
signal X 16. zoom up to X64 

For more information, cal 5: 667637 


IFI©© p Of ^eBBs Fob* Rent 

A deluxe 1st floor of a villa in Shmeisani of area 300 sq.m. 
It consists of 3 bedrooms, one master and servant room, 2 
salons, one dining and one sitting. 

Independent central heating and services, special entr- 
ance, and telephone line available. 

Please call tel: 691632 


A villa consists ol ground floor & first floor (newly built). 
Each floor consists of 3 bedrooms, salon & dining, living room, 
moder: 'ritchen, 3 bathrooms, central heating, garden, arid car 
park. 

Each floor 225m 2 area & each has a separate entrance. 
Either the two floors or one floor can be rented. 

Location: Southern Um Summaq — 7th Circle. 

Contact Tel No. (815384). 


Dubai free zone 
investment tops $lb 


DUBAI (R) — Investment in 
Dubai’s Jebel Ali free trade zone 
has topped $1 billion since it was 
set up in 1985, the chairman of 
the Jebel Ali Free Zone Author- 
ity was quoted Sunday as saying. 

Sultan Ahmad Bin Sulayem, in 
remarks carried by local news- 
papers, said the aim now was to 
make it the leading industrial free 
zone in the world. Officials say it 
now ranks third. 

“We had anticipated such 
growth would take quite some 
time, but the increasing number 
of companies signing up with us 
led to it,” local newspapers 
quoted him as saying. 

He said an average of 12 fore- 
ign companies set up base every 
month in Jebel Alt, where 45Q 
companies from 53 countries now 
operate with 200 per cent foreign 
ownership without paying income 
tax or corporation tax. 

Existing companies include 


major international ofi service 
and construction companies and 
electronics firms which use the 
zone as their regional base. 

“We have achieved a 30 per 
cent growth rate, 20 per cent 
more than anticipated,” Mr. 
Sulayem said. 

Last year the zone and the 
Jebel Ali Port, the world's biggest 
man-made port, handled around 
S2.3 billion worth of trade. 

The zone was created in 1985 
by the government at a cost of 
$2.5 billion as part of the Dubai 
emirate's effort to diversify its 
economy and industrialise before 
its oil runs out early in the next 
century. 

Mr. Sulayem said many Euro- 
pean and east Asian companies 
were increasingly looking to set 
up base in the zone. “We are 
expecting many of them to sign 
up with us in 1993.” 


Drought pushes tea prices 
close to 3-year high 


LONDON (R) — Drought in 
southern India, Sri Lanka and 
Kenya has pushed tea prices close 
to three-year highs in London last 
week, trade sources have said. 

The dry weather now appears 
set to wipe about 120,000 tonnes 
of crops this year. 

"The reason for the rise is 
essentially the shortage of crop 
worldwide. If you take that 
amount of tea out of the market 
then you are creating a shortage 
in every consuming country," one 
trade source said. 

Production in Sri Lanka during 
the first nine months of this year 
fell to 126,626 tonnes from 
134.951 tonnes in the same period 
in 1991, International Tea Com- 
mittee figures show. 

And trade sources said recent 
reports indicated that production 
has since declined further. 

Output is also significantly low- 
er in southern India and Kenya, 
the leading supplier of tea to 
Britain. 

A spokesman for Britain’s 
leading tea processor, Brooke 
Bond Oxo. said, the company 
would not be increasing retail 
prices unless the upward trend 


was maintained. 

“It may just be a momentary 
blip,” he said. 

Trade soufees said they ex- 
pected tea auction prices to sta- 
bilise around current levels. 

“We are quietly confident. 
There doesn't seem any reason in 
the near future for iny collapse 
on prices. We are looking for a 
period of consolidation," one 
trade source said. 

The average price of tea at the 
auction rose to 142.62 pence a 
kilogramme last week — its 
highst since the beginning of 
1990. 

Increased purchases of Indian 
tea- by Russia and .the decline in 
the value of the British pound in 
recent months had also contri- 
buted to the rise in prices at the 
weekly auction. 

Russia is traditionally India's 
biggest export market and the 
world’s leading producer has 
been granting credits this year to 
encourage the cash-starved con- 
sumer to make purchases. 

Imports in what was the Soviet 
Union had been rising steadily; 
hitting a peak of 231,000 tonnes 
in 1990 






FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Deluxe building, modern furni- 
ture, separate heating, lift, 
telephone, washer & dryer, 
guard. 

Annual rental only 

Please call: 604683 



850 sq. metres in a two-floor villa located in Shmeisani. 
5 bedrooms (3 masters), major kitchen and kitchenette, 
indoor swimming pool and elevator. 

Call Mr. Zlad 605744 from 2 p.m. — 10 p.m. 



We are specialised in fixing heating systems, mainte- 
nance and cleaning. 

If you have any problem, our team will guarantee you a 
warm winter. Call us at: 

691729 or 691734 

P.S. We have yearly maintenance contracts. 


NAJWAN B ARARAT 

" ■ . M . * — . - • 
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STORES 

Announces the a v riva- of trie largest 

• . ; assortment ‘ ‘h * 

Of boys and gOs coats and jackets' and 
chi-ciren's /.vear" : . 

from the most modern Belgian fabrics at 
competitive and temp: ip(j : prices 

Jabal Amman — tKe-Wiid of Rain- 


bow Street -4 riel; 615909 






Now is the Time 


To do your 
Christmas shopping. 
Finest gifts of 
finest gems of 
the world. 





■Bird of semi precious gems & amethyst rock. 
Dajani Jewellers - Ainra Hotel 
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India’s rioting Hindus tear down 


mosque; chief minister resigns 


AYODHYA, India (R) — Riot- 
ing Hindu militants Sunday de- 
molished a mosque which they 
say stands on the birthplace of 
their god-king Lord Rama. 

Witnesses and foreign journal- 
ists said the 16th century shrine 
had been reduced to a pile of 
rubble after tens of thousands of 
Hindu hardliners attacked it with 
hammers and their bare hands. 

Authorities imposed a curfew 
on this north Indian pilgrimage 
town after security forces failed 
to control the riot, in which one 
person died and 130 were in- 
jured. 

Kalyan Singh, chief minister of 
Uttar Pradesh, India's most 
populous and politically most im- 
portant state where Ayodhya is 
located, has resigned, Indian 
news agencies reported from the 
state capital of Lucknow. 

Mr. Singh's Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) rode to power in the 
state after last year’s general elec- 


tions on a campaign to build the 
temple without violating the law. 

The Indian cabinet was meet- 
ing in emergency session, and 
political analysts predicted it 
would declare central rule over 
Uttar Pradesh. 

More than 200,000 volunteers 
answered a call by Hindu political 
leaders to take part in peaceful 
"pre-construction" activities, but 
things quickly got ou* of hand. 

The three top leaders of the 
BJP were sitting in the crowd 
waiting for a religious ceremony 
to start when a handful of people 
began clambering over barbed 
wire barricades. Thousands fol- 
lowed, using their hands to push 
aw ay the coils of wire. 

They swarmed over the roof of 
the 16th century mosque, and 
chanting "victory to Lord 
Rama." demolished all three 
domes of the disputed shrine, as 
police retreated helplessly to a 
security post, witnesses said. 


Thousands of others attacked 
the thick stone walls of the shrine 
and within hours’ the dilapidated 
buQding had collapsed, witnesses 
said. 

Mobs moved into the streets of' 
Ayodhya where they toppled 
telephone poles and started fires 
in the streets to block anti-riot 
forces. 


About 23 ambulances, sirens 
blaring, ferried the injured to 
hospital Some had been hurt by 
falling masonry, others were 
trampled underfoot by hysterical 
Hindus. 

Several photographers, includ- 
ing Reuters television camera- 
man Ramesh Chand. were among 
the injured. Mr. Chand was 
struck on the head and required 
16 stitches. 


of their equipment. 

“What can we do? It’s madness 
to try and stop this." said one 
policemen as he and his col- 
leagues left the area. 

The Vishwa Hindu Parish ad or 
World Hindu Council said earlier 
Sunday the volunteers would only* 
clean up the area around the 
.disputed shrine, not demolish the 
masque. 


The programme was designed 
to avoid confrontation with the 
government and the country's 
Supreme Court, which has ban- 
ned any construction work at the 
shrine. 


Militants, apparently angered 
by a British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration Television report on 
Ayodhya, robbed photographers 


Hindu militants say the Moghul 
Emperor Babur tore down a Hin- 
du temple in 1528-and erected the 
mosque to humiliate the con- 
quered Hindu kingdoms. 

Muslims, who make up 100 
million of India's 830 million 
population, say there is no proof 
of the claim. 


Russian army warns Islamic fighters in Tajikistan 


TASHKENT, Uzbekistan (R) — 
A Russian army commander, 
whose troops guard key installa- 
tions in Tajikistan, told pro- 
Islamic tighten on Sunday to 
leave the capital, Dushanbe. ' 

“I am calling on all illegal 
militia groups to leave the city. 
They are exacerbating the situa- 
tion. We have enough forces to 
protect Dushanbe," Colonel 
Anatoly Ivlev, deputy comman- 
der of a former Soviet army 
division, said in a speech broad- 
cast on Dushanbe Television. 

Col. Ivlev's forthright remarks, 
reported by local journalists in 
Dushanbe, appeared to mark a 
shift away from the Russian 
army's neutrality in the Tajik 
conflict. 

Hundreds of people have been 


killed and thousands made home- 
less in months of warfare between 
rival clans and political factions in 
the impoverished state in former 
Soviet Central Asia. 

The central struggle pits ex- 
Communists, who have reas- 
serted control over the govern- 
ment, against Islamic militants 
who control Dushanbe. 

About 80,000 refugees who 
had fled fighting in Shartuz, near 
the Afghan border, were now 
camped in fields in freezing cold 
and were “in a veiy desperate 
condition," the head of the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross stud Saturday. 

Col. Ivlev, second-in-command 
of the 201st Motor Rifle Division, 
gave the pro-Islamic fighters a 
Sunday mid-day deadline to re- 


turn arms they had stolen or face 
Russian military action. 

“If these are not given back to 
us by midday (0700 GMT) today 
we will take counter-action." 
Col. Ivlev said. 

He said pro-Islamic militia un- 
its had stolen an army vehicle and 
a machinegun during fighting in 
the city suburbs and taken hos- 
tages two Russian officers. The 
officers were later freed. 

The officially-neutral Russian 
troops, under a bilateral agree-, 
ment between Russia and Tajikis- 
tan, are guarding key installations 
including a hydro-electric plant, 
the airport, radio and television 
stations and strategic roads. 

Islamic factions and centrist 
leaders accuse Russian troops of 
favouring pro-Communist forces. 


An announcer on Dushanbe 
Television, controlled by pro- 
Islamic forces, said after Col 
Ivlev’s remarks: “We have evi- 
dence that Russian troops are 
interfering in the domestic affairs 
of Tajikistan.” 


A loose coalition of Islamic 
radicals and. self-styled par- 
liamentary democrats ruled Ta- 
jikistan for 10 weeks after unsea- 
ting ex-Communist President 
Rakhmon Nabiyev. But ex- 
Communists have staged a com- 
e-back and formed a new anti- 
Islamic government in the north- 
ern city of Khojand. 


The parliament, dominated by 
the former Communist old guard 
cannot move down to Dushanbe 
because of the fighting. 


S. African police knew of terror campaign — paper 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
Johannesburg newspaper said 
Sunday South Africa's top police- 
men knew two months ago of an 
anti-white terror campaign but 
failed to warn local communities. 

“...Instructions from police 
headquarters that target areas in 
the (Eastern Cape) border areas 
be warned of the threat never 
reached the people on the 
ground,’ the Sunday Times said. 

Four whites were killed and 
nearly 30 wounded in the Eastern 
Cape in a gun and grenade attack 
on a wine tasting party at a golf 
club on Oct, 31 and a bomb blast 
at a Steakhouse Restaurant last 
Thursday. 

Responsibility for the attacks 
have been claimed on behalf of 
the outlawed Azanian People’s 
Liberation Army (AFLA), milit- 
ary wing of the radical black. 
Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC). 

The attacks have raised fears of 


a terror campaign against South 
Africa’s minority white commun- 
ity over Christmas. 

Durban's Sunday Tribune 
newspaper said police had unco- 
vered a secret APLA strategy 
codenamed “shock and show," 
which would focus attacks on 
white schoolchildren, farmers, 
motorists and members of the 
security forces in a bid to wreck 
democracy negotiations. 


The Sunday Times said it had 
established that Law And Order 
Minister Hern us Kriel and top 
policemen “were aware in early 
October chat APLA was prepar- 
ing to attack soft civilian targets 
in South Africa." 


It said Mr. Krief told PAC 
leaders in a Nov. 11 meeting he 
knew APLA had a training base 
in the black Transkei homeland 
and was carrying out attacks from 
that territory. 


Mr. Kreil appealed to the PAC 
as a gesture of goodwill to send 
APLA cadres “on a holiday for 
some months,” the newspaper 
said. 

Law and Order Ministry 
spokesman Captain Craig Kotze 
said the newspaper report gave a 
false impression that government 
and police had done nothing over 
APLA’s plans. 

“Nothing could be further from 
the truth,” he said. 

He said that South African 
police and Transkei had formed a 
joint task force to deal with' 
AFLA activities from the home- 
land, one of 10 tribal areas set 
aside by Pretoria during the apar- 
theid era to segregate the races. 

Mr. Kotze said the task force 
was looking at ways to minimise 
APLA activities in the Eastern 
Cape. 

APLA Commander Sabeio 
Phama told Independent Radio 


702 in a telephone interview from 
an undisclosed location Saturday 
that he could not immediately 
confirm APLA's responsibility 
for the two attacks in the Eastern 
Cape. 

But he said his only concern 
was for the safety of his own men 
and that they successfully com- 
pleted any operation they 
embarked on. 


In a separate development 
three people were shot dead and 
their hut burned down around 
them near Richmond in South 
Africa’s volatile Natal province 
on Saturday night, police re- 
ported. 


An official of the Zulu-based 
Inkatha Freedom Party (fFP) 
said a prominent member of the 
IFP's youth brigade at Imbali 
near Pietermaritzburg died Satur- 
day after being shot in an attack 
on his home on Friday night. 


Russia’s destiny is to be 
superpower — Gorbachev 


SANTIAGO (R) — Russia’s des- 
tiny is to become a superpower 
and Russians know it, despite 
turmoil in their country, said 
former Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev in Chile. 

Mr. Gorbachev, whose reforms 
led to the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union, also said democra- 
tic reforms in Russia will “Jet the 
nation breathe again." 

“Russia will play the role of a 
great power, that is its destiny ... 
Russians feel this. This explains 
the heated passions-in search for 
roads to lead us out of our pre- 
sent crisis," Mr. Gorbachev told 
a seminar at the University of 
Chile. 

“The discussions in Russia are 


arrived in Chile Thursday as part 
of a Latin American tour that will 
also take him to Brazil and Mex- 


ico. 


explosive ... the steps towards 
democratic reforms that will let 


the nation breathe again the diffi- 
cult,” said Mr. Gorbachev, who 


Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin is wrestling with hardline 
opponents who aim to slow re- 
forms which have cut production 
and sent inflation soaring. 

While Mr. Gorbachev has said 
Mr. Yeltsin is going too fast in 
some reforms, like privatisation, 
the former leader has also stres- 
sed during his visit his belief in 
the need for reforms to be carried 
out. 

“When I started my reforms, 
the society was rotten throughout 
... perestroika enriched us ... but 
there were mistakes,” he told a 
conference Friday organised by 
the Latin American arm of his 
Moscow-based Gorbachev 
Foundation. 


NATO to cut forces 
faster as budgets shrink 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO plans 
to build a network of multination- 
al forces to defend Europe in new 
crises may have to be cut because 
some allies are slashing their de- 
fence budgets bister and deeper 
than anticipated, diplomats and 
officials say. 


The 16-nation Western alliance 
has agreed to reshape and slim 
1 down its forces now the cold war 
is over, setting up “rapid reac-- 
1 lion" units and a number 'of 
1 multinational corps for the de- 
fence of NATO. Some of them 
! may also be used for peacekeep- 
, btg- 

But, as alliance defence minis- 
ters prepare to meet in Brussels 
this week, sources say it has 
become dear that some nations 
; will not be able to meet their 
planned commitments to these 
new forces and that funds are 
shrinking. 


“It doesn’t mean the basic 
framework will be changed but ... 
dearly, there will have to be 
adjustments to the detailed struc- 
ture that was agreed," a senior 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NAT O) official told repor- 
ters last week. 

The Netherlands called a meet- 
ing of NATO ambassadors last 
week to explain that it will not be 
able to meet previously planned 
commitments and to argue that 
the alliance should rethink the 
kind of forces it needs in the 
post-cold war world. 

Belgium has also made dear it 
will not be able to take the 
leading role as planned in a new 
corps that would include U.S. 
and German troops. Canada has 
said it will withdraw its remaining 
troops in Europe and there is a 
question mark over the future 
strength of U.S. troop commit- 
ment to the continent. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Slovenes vote In national elections 


LJUBLJANA (R) — Slovenes voted Sunday in the first national 
elections in the small Alpine republic since it seceded from former 
Yugoslavia in 1991. Government anti independent forecasts 
predicted that more than 80 per cent of the 1.5 million Slovenian 
voters, woulql turn- out to choose a president and delegates to a 
■new, two-house parliament. Personalities rather than issues have 
dominated the campaign, with most leading parties promising 
roughly the same formula for leading the country away from the 
vestiges of sodalism and into a full market economy, with a 
revitalised banking system and gradual nioves to privatisation. 
They differ the most on social issues, with the right-of-centre 
parties, led by the Christian Democrats, advocating family- 
oriented values including subsidies for families with children and 
moral influence in schools. The Liberal Democrats, who control 
the current parliament, have taken a middle-of-the-road position 
and want limits on the powers of central government. 


U.S. mission in Bratislava bugged 


BRATISLAVA, Czechoslovakia (R) — An electronic listening 
device has been found in the U.S. Consulate General in 
Bratislava, prompting a protest from Washington, Czechoslovak 
State Television reported Saturday. The state-run Federal Televi- 
sion said Czechoslovakia’s ambassador to the United Spates, 
Michael Zantovsky, had been summoned to the Steps Depart- 
ment Friday to hear a U.S. protest over the incident. U.S. Consul 
General Paul Hacker, asked to comment on the report, told 
Reuters that “something was found" but he said be had no further 
details at this stage. Mr. Hacker had just returned to the Slovak 
capital from leave. According to the television report, the device 
had been of recent manufacture, malting it unlikely that it had 
been planted before the U.S. started using the building as its 
consulate in May, 1991. 


EC enters decisive week 


BRUSSELS (R) — The European Community (EC) is entering 
the decisive week for its efforts to rescue the Maastricht Treaty, 
renew the momentum towards political and monetary union and 
revive the flagging European economy. The countdown to a 
summit showdown in Edinburgh next weekend begins in earnest 
Monday when the 12 EC foreign ministers embark on a two-day 
meeting to prepare the agenda. The stakes could not be higher. 
By this time next week, the community could be celebrating a 
deal to satisfy Denmark’s objections to the Maastricht Treaty, a 
settlement of bitter arguements over its budget, an initiative to try 
to stimulate economic growth and an immediate start to mem- 
bership talks with a dutch of Western neighbours. If things go 
badly — and diplomats acknowledge the formidable obstacles 
tittering the road to Edinburgh — tire EC's much-heralded single 
market will begin in three weeks' time with the Community sunk 
in economic recession and political crisis. Senior diplomats are 
convinced that despite resentment over the way in which Britain 
has handled its EC presidency, allowing anti-Community feeling 
at home to influence unduly the bloc's agenda, beads of 
government are desperate for a summit deal. 


Sarajevo is without phones, power 


SARAJEVO (R) — Sarajevo 
was without telephones and most 
of the besieged city had no elec- 
tricity Sunday after a day of 
heavy bombardment in which an 
outer suburb was reported to 
have been captured by heavily- 
armed Serbs. 

In Belgrade, the Serbian elec- 
toral commission was preparing 
to meet to reconsider the bid by 
moderate Yugoslav Premier 
Milan Panic to stand against 
hardline nationalist Slobodan 
Milosevic in Dec. 20 presidential 
elections. 

The commission last week 
ruled Mr. Panic ineligible be- 
cause he had not been a resident 
for a year, but on Saturday the 
Serbian Supreme .Court over- 
turned that decision and ordered 
the commission to rule again. 

In Sarajevo two high-rise build- 
ings in the city centre were still 
burning at dawn after being hit by 
tracer fire during a heavy bom- 
bardment Saturday. 

Sporadic heavy machinegun 
and mortar fire could be heard 
throughout the night, particularly 
to the West of the downtown 
Holiday Inn, home to the foreign 
press, which was itself hit Satur- 
day by tracer fire that set one 
room ablaze. 

Bosnian Serb Television Satur- 
day night showed Serb soldiers 
walking through Otes, a Muslim 
suburban township some eight 
kilometres west of the city centre, 
indicating it had fallen after five 
days of heavj artillery bombard- 
ment. 

The Belgrade-based Tanjug 
News Agency had earlier re- 
ported the town was in Serb 
hands. 

The last word from the city’s 
Muslim and Croat defenders 
Saturday night was that they bad 
fallen back to a second line of 
defence and consolidated their 





An elderly Bosnian carries wood as be prepares for winter in 
Sarajevo (AFP photo) 


position. 

No refugees came out of Otes 
via the most feasible route 
through neighbouring Stup Satur- 
day evening, after a flood of 
several hundred poured across on 
Friday night, suggesting that the 
flow was over or the remaining 
civilians were trapped. 

The Bosnian army general staff 
said in a statement Saturday that 
Otes bad been almost totally des- 
troyed and there had been heavy 
civilian casualties, due in part to 
the fact that few houses had 
cellars where they could shelter 
from the shelling. 

Bosnian radio said there had 
been at least 100 civilian casual- 


ties, and more than 600 town- 
speople fled to other parts of the 
dty Friday. 

One elderly refugee said: “The 
entire town was- on fire.. .there 
was mortar fire and people were 
running and some were falling on 
the ground and crying for help, 
but there was nothing that we 
could do but keep gomg.” 

The U.N. estimated that over 
4,000 rounds of artillery fire had 
hit the town over five days. 

The continued fighting in 
Sarajevo, which has dosed the 
airport for aid flights to the strick- 
en dty and added to its refugee 
crisis, brought an outburst of 
frustration from U.N. comman- 
der. 

Brigadier-General Adrian 
Abdul Razek, Egyptian comman- 
der of 1,400 troops in and around 
the dty, said he personally be- 
lieved the warring factions should 


be threatened with U .N. military 
intervention and a public trial of 
those responsible for the blood- 
shed. 

The existing U.N. mandate for 
Bosnia covers only monitoring of 
fighting and providing humanita- 
rian aid to civilians. 

“There is no ceasefire... we are 
not making any progress, this 
situation is deteriorating... All 
our efforts here to save lives and 
restore utilities are completely 
failed," he told reporters Satur- 
day,. 

As fighting raged elsewhere in 
the dty Saturday, two Portuguese 
U.N. police were injured when a 
mortar hit the airport terminal. 

On a positive note, a U.N. 
convoy finally succeeded in bring- 
ing medicine to the besieged 
Muslim town of Srebrenica after 
refusing a demand from local 
Serbs to hand over half of it. 


Gays oppose cabinet post for Nunn 


NEW YORK (R) — Gay rights 
groups say Senator Sam Nunn’s 
removal of two of his staff a 
decade ago for being gay disqual- 
ifies him from a post in the 
incoming administration of Bill 
Clinton, the New York Times 
said Sunday. 

The Georgia Democrat, 
chairman of the powerful Senate 
Armed Services Committee and 
said to be a leading candidate for 
secretary of defence, has con- 
firmed that he asked the two 
openly gay staff members to leave 
because of their sexual persua- 
sion, the newspaper said. 

Sen. Nunn says he dismissed 
them for security reasons, citing 
the fact that they were considered 
a risk by the CIA and the De- 
fence Department, both of which 
contended that their homosexual- 
ity could leave them open to 
blackmail. 

Gay groups have been battling 
Sen. Nunn since the dismissal erf 
the two men was Gist reported in 
the Washington Blade, a gay 
weekly newspaper, the Times 
said. 

Sen. Nnnn, who opposes 
President-Elect Bill Clinton's 
plan to end the ban on homosex- 
uals in the military, has said he 


routinely hires opeiily gay people 
in jobs dial do not require secur- 
ity clearance. 

Robert Bray of the National 
Gay arid Lesbian Task Force told 
the Times he hoped Sen. Nunn’s 
name would be stricken from the 
short list of possible candidates 
for secretary -of defence. 

“What he did was loathsome 
and discriminatory," Mr. Bray 
told the newspaper. 

“How could we expect a 
Secretary of Defence Nunn to 
implement the rescinding of the 
anti-gay military policy when he’s 
firing staff members for being 
gay?" 


One of the two men dismis- 
sed by Sen. Nnnn was quoted in 
the newspaper as calling the 
Democrat a "homophobe," while 
the other said Sen Nunn let him 
stay on the job for six months 
after be had been termed a secur- 
ity risk. 


“He sat down with me, face to 
face,” the former , aide, Greg 
Baldwin, was quote) as saying. 
u rve worked with homophobes, 
and they don’t do it that way." 

Meanwhile, President-Elect 
Clinton has narrowed bis field of 
candidates for White House 


budget director to Representative 
Leon Panetta of California and 
economist Alice Rivlin, the New 
York Times reported. 

The newspaper said Mr. Clin- 
ton was leaning more strongly 
towards Mr. Panetta, the Demo- 
cratic chairman of the House of 
Representatives' Budget Com- 
mittee, after interviewing him in 
Little Rock, Arkansas, last week. 

Ms. Rivlin had been the early 
favourite for the post, in part 
because Mr. Clinton hoped to 
appoint women to prominent 
posts in his administration, the 
newspaper reported, citing a 
Clinton associate as its source. 

But Mr. Panetta became the 
more likely choice after Mr. Clin- 
ton read a book written by Ms. 
Rivlin whose conclusions differed 
from Mr. Clinton's own economic 
dunking in some areas, the news- 
paper reported. 

The post is one of the most 
powerful in economic policy after 
treasury secretary. Mr. Ctinton 
has already chosen Texas Senator 
Lloyd Bentsen to serve as treas- 
ury secretary, sources in the tran- 
sition team said Saturday. 

The president-elect planned to 
announce his economic team this 
week, the sources said. 


Ukraine survives 1st year of independence 


KIEV (R) — Ukraine, once 
second fiddle to Russia in the 
Soviet Union, has survived its- 
first year of independent state-, 
hood intact and is starting to play 
a new solo part on the world' 
stage. 

A year after winning effective 
independence from Moscow, 
Ukrainians boast that a new 
national consciousness has taken* 
root. Violence and ethnic clashes 
have been largely avoided. 

But its dozens; struggling to: 
make ends meet with steep price 
rises, depleted food stores and 30 
per cent monthly inflation, are 
marking the first birthday in sub- 
dued fashion. 

“The situation is contradictory. 
Our state has international! recog- 
nition and state structures have 
been created but people can feel 
,no economic improvement," 
President Leonid Kravchuk told a 
television interviewer last week. 

“There is dissatisfaction be- 
cause people are being continual- 
ly told to withstand the difficul- 
ties and wait. It's, very hard, 
because there is no other way." 

* Most of the 52 million popula- 
tion are undoubtedly proud 9 f the 
independence Ukraine enjoys af- 
ter seven decades of Soviet rule 
and nearly three centuries under 


the Russian tsars. 

Although its diplomatic role is 
limited, it is now a signatory to 
the START arms -treaty and has 
contributed Ukrainian units to 
U.N. peacekeeping troops in 
Bosnia. 

The Ukrainian language, de- 
rided by many Communists as a 
“deformation or Russian," is the.’ 
sofa means of communication at 
official events. More and more 
schools are switching over to its 
exclusive use. 

Its army, the biggest in Europe 
after- Russia’s is forming its own 
-structures. Border guards and* 
customs agents man frontiers. Air 
Ukraine operates flights to Lon- 
don and New York. 

But bereft of resources and* 
hobbled by a legacy of an eco- 
nomy controlled by Moscow and 
aimed at supplying the military, 
nothing seems to run smoothly in 
Ukraine. 

Ordinary citizens paid scant 
attention to last week's 
anniversary of the referendum 
endorsing the Ukrainian parlia- 
ment's August 1991 independ- 
ence declaration — the event' 
which is effect precipitated the. 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 

They are unlikely to react any 
differently on D$c. 8,. the date a 


year ago when Russia effectively 
recognised Ukrainian independ- 
ence by agreeing to abolish the 
Soviet Union as a state. 

People have lost out materially 
as the new Kiev government tries 
to redeem the inept efforts of its 
predecessor, forced from office in 
disgrace. 

Thirty per cent monthly infla- 
tion has, according to Prime 
Minister Leonid Kuchma, re- 
duced many pensioners to spend- 
ing virtually all (heir fixed income 
on food. 

Some staples have vanished 
from store shelves or are 
rationed, tike butter or sugar. 
Erratic deliveries of fuel from 
Russia- have grounded virtually all 
nights for the past two weeks and 
disrupted rail and road transport. 

Since taking over in October 
from the discredited Vitold 
Fokin, Mr. Kuchma has under- 
taken to curb inflation and a 
budget deficit representing 44 per 
cent of gross national product. 
He also promised help for the 

_ worst-on. 

The prime minster has bluntly 
warned Ukrainians of worse 
tunes ahead. He has earned the 
confidence of Western financial 
institutions exasperated by the 
macnon of his predecessor. 





. T* • 


r irrwt**: 

tM 


->*v* 


'NuttyVCMntcm 
golf in bad 


JJTTLE ROCK, 

— President-Elect BSJ 
taking a. page from^ 
George Bush’s style c 
tkm, took abreakandj} 

— in a mix of ram, 
snow. Mr. QurtGn,whp 
day with, a 40-nrinate" 
covered 4.7 miles -r 
through the streefsry 
Rock, ignored the bitte 

a bladc rain p 




- - - ^ 


put on his golfing £ 
Ctinton turned to (fit; 
accompanying him an 
“do you think this certz 
be too natty to-be pr 
The reporte r s imficated 
Mr. Ctinion's tefadir 


mce 


the pattern 

Bush over the past four ' 
has .frequently player 
weather insisting it wa : 
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LONDON (AP) — ; 
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families start having, i.‘ 


babies, an “army" of* \ 


bachelors will be n» 
countryside looking for 
the end of the Ceuta 
proportion of males an 
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PEKING (R) — CbinaW^ 
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